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Thou, therefore, endure

hardness as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.
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Lift up your heads, O ye gates,
And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors,
And the King of glory shall come in.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES

A new series commences in this issue. Entitled
““The Times of this Ignovance,” it takes as its
theme the memorable address of Paul to the Athen-
ians on Mars Hill, recorded in the 17th chapter of
Acts, and traces the relation between man’s ignor-
ance and God’s purposes through history. The
subject should be an interesting one.

* * *

The Benevolent Fund is now in the care of Bro.
E. Allbon, 20, Sunnymede Drive, Ilford, Essex,
assisted by a representative pamel comprising Bros.
G. Absalom (Beeston), A. Boyce (Dewsbury), and
G. A. Ford (Luton). Donations intended for the
Fund, and all other correspondence in connection
with the same, should be sent to Bro. Allbon. Our
friends need no reminder as to the excellent work
that has been performed by this Fund through the
years,

* * *

It is a pleasure to supply reasonable quantities of
free literature to those who by stress of circumstances
are unable to meet the cost, for judicious distri-
bution. None who wish to preach the Gospel in
this fashion need be without the means so to do.

* * *

This is for the eyes of those who attended the
farewell meeting to Bro. J. T. Read held in London
on 23rd October last. Someone on that occasion
left behind them a rather nice pair of gentlemen’s
gloves, which has, so far, not been claimed. Will
the owner please write to Welling for them?

* * *

Will those interested please note price increase
in two American books? “ Fulfilled prophecies
that prove the Bible ” and “ Seeing prophecy fulfilled
in Palestine” both by Davis, and published by the
Million Testaments Campaign, will in future cost
" 2/9d. each post free instead of 2/0d. as heretofore.

Both can be obtained from Welling.

* * *

Bound volumes of the “ Bible Students Monthly
for the three years 1946-1948 (all in one volume)
are available to order at £1 for the three-year
volume. Please send in orders as soon as possible.
Similar volumes for the three years 1941-1943 can
also be supplied. Single volumes for 1944 or 1945
(one year per volume) are available at 5/0d. each,
but the available supply of these two is limited.

LONDON
MONTHLY MEETING

Saturday, 22nd January, 1949
6.30—8.30 p.m.
In the Tudor Hall
CAXTON HALL

Caxton Street, Westminster, S.W.1
5 mins. St. James Park Station and Victoria Street

Praise and Worship
Fellowship

A talk on the Christian outlook for today
and an opportunity for questions

A Seriptural address by guest speaker

Chairman: Bro. A. O. HUDSON
Speakers: To be announced

The beloved Apostle tells us in that text which
we all love to quote (John 3. 16) that “ God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son” for our sakes. Yes, the great Creator of
everything, perfect and pure and lovely, loved the
fallen race so much that even while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us (Rom. 5. 8) and we also,
as we become imbued with His spirit become deeply
interested in all that affects the human family, and
desire fervently that their eyes may be opened and
that they may be led to the only sure way in which
their desire, the desire of all nations, may be brought
about. Love is in its very nature, an extrovert
quality. It cannot continue to exist where the one
who wishes to cultivate it is solely concerned about
self, not even when that concern is in reference to
so laudable a matter as spiritual self-interest. The
Christian who fears the bestowing of some of his
care and attention upon the perplexities and worries
of a world that is desperately striving to find some
way out of its difficulties, lest that attention should
interfere in some small measure with what he con-
ceives to be his spiritual progress is, we believe,
defeating his own purpose in life. (The “ Herald
of Christ’s Kingdom ™).
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.~ “Arise, Shine...”

A THOUGHT FOR
THE MONTH
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“The people that walked in darkness have seen
a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.”
(Isa. 9. 2) :

As we enter another year it is painfully evident
that the people are still walking in darkness and
dwelling in the land of the shadow of death. The
great light which shined in the world when Christ
came to earth with His message of hope has not
yet penetrated all the recesses of terrestrial night.
The world is a larger place than it was two thousand
years ago and there is more darkness to be dispelled.
The men and women of earlier centuries made more
of the light that was shining because they realised
their need more than does humanity to-day. Men
are so clever now; so exultant at wresting from
Nature her most cherished secrets. They can fly
faster than sound, can descend into the depths of
the seas; they can transmute the elements and
measure the distant stars. Now they hope that
the soon-to-be-discovered secrets of radio-activity
will enable them to do better than Nature herself in
the growth and production of plant life and food.
Like Lucifer, they aspire to sit upon the sides of
the north and be like the Most High. Poor deluded
ones; like the antediluvians in the days of Noah,
they know not that they walk in darkness and that
the end of their godless ambitions and dreams is at
hand.

But are all men like this? By no means! Those
who proclaim abroad so blatantly the might and
power of man, and decry man’s need of God, and
deny Him any place in human life, are in the
minority. They represent numerically but a tiny
fraction of earth’s population. The fact that they
enjoy control of the world’s means of publicity—
the press, the radio, the ear of governments, and
so on—gives their utterances and pronouncements a
semblance of solidity out of all proportion to their
true magnitude. The rest of the people are waiting
—for what? They know not. They only know that
they walk in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and that the light is a long time in coming. It
ought not to be so, for although that Great Light
moves visibly among men no more, there are many
lesser lights, shining by reflection, and they should
by now be making some impression, for they have
been a long time in the world. Perhaps they do
not shine brightly enough—if the reflecting surface

is not kept clean and polished it loses its capacity
to reflect. Maybe some of the lights have been
put under bushels and cannot be seen. And some
have turned away from the Light and so cannot
reflect, for the Light is not reaching them at all.

There was a book published many years ago called
“ Efficiency in Hades”, in which an American pro-
duction expert, visiting that mythical place of
torment, and being conducted round by Lucifer,
observed to his guide “ It does seem uneconomic to
burn all these sinners just to provide illumination
for a few elect in Heaven! ” whereupon Lucifer
rejoined meditatively “ Perhaps the elect wouldn’t
give a good enough light themselves.” That is the
world’s condemnation, not of the failure of Christ-
ianity, but of the failure of Christians. And the
question ought to be asked: Is it being said of us,
as individuals or as a group? It is so fatally easy
to become satisfied with our own position before
God, our own acceptance of His plans for human
well-being, and the prospect of the promised future
“reign with Christ”, and forget that the validity
of our belief in the future things can only be attested
by the degree to which we endeavour to practice
them now. Because the very essential of the
Millennial work is service for one’s fellows and a
constant pointing and leading them to Christ, and
the way of life which is Christ’s way, then we are
failing in our bounden duty and privilege if we
do not take good heed of those around us who are
submerged in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and do all that lies within our present power to
lift them out of it.

Neither is it enough to content ourselves with a
vigorous campaign of preaching the coming King-
dom as God’s panacea for all present human ills.
True, we are called upon to herald that Kingdom
consistently and persistently; but what is the
practical use of saying to our starving brother
“Depart in peace; be ye warmed and filled ” if we
give him not those things whereby he may be
warmed and filled? The words of James might very
well be interpreted here to mean that we who have
the knowledge and ability to show how the Kingdom
is going to work should not content ourselves with
just telling men what it is going to be like when it
has come; we should show them in our own fellow-
ship and by means of our own treatment of, and
attitude toward, all men, what it is like. If we
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all make a sincere and honest-to-goodness attempt
to regulate our own daily life and actions toward
ecach other and toward all by the principles which
we profess to believe are the Divine will, and are
to regulate life in the Millennial Age, then we shall
do more to shine light into the darkness wherein
people walk, and dispel the shadow of death, than
has been accomplished by all the academic argu-
ments and philosophical discourses that have
been delivered from the time of Origen until now.

And although that may not alter the Divine time-
table for the inauguration of the Kingdom, it will
assuredly represent a most substantial contribution
to the work of the Kingdom and make the impact
of that epoch of justice and righteousness something
less of a shock to those who at present understand
precious little of either. There is a parable about
going out into the highways and byways; without
interpreting that injunction too literally, we might
do well to think about it a little.
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THREE SAMUELS

Three stages in the life of a great man :
YOUTH—MANHOOD—OLD AGE

Part 4 —Legacy to Posterity.
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The last days of Samuel were days of disappoint-
ment. The man whom he had anointed king over
Israel had proved himself unworthy even before
he had well taken up the duties of kingship. When
the Ammonites threatened the land of Israel (I Sam.
11.) Saul sent to all the tribes calling upon their
warriors to rally to his standard and resist the
invader. Three hundred thousand men of Israel
and thirty thousand men of Judah were at his side
almost immediately (it is interesting to notice that
there was a distinction between the Houses of Israel
and Judah at so early a date as this, over a century
before the division in the days of Rehoboam.
Apparently the forces of disunion were even then
gathering strength). It is evident from the story that
Saul had not vet fully assumed the reins of power;
Samuel was still looked upon as the head of the
State, and Saul in his call to arms joined his own
name with that of the old judge. “ Whosoever
cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel . . .”.
And Samuel, in his wisdom, called the people, not
into immediate conflict with the enemy, but to Gilgal,
one of Israel’s sacred sites, that he might reason
with them concerning their calling and their
covenant, pleading with them and beseeching them
that despite their great fault in asking God an
earthly king, they might still walk before God in
His ways and reap the blessings of obedience
promised in the covenant. There is something
grandly pathetic in this glimpse of the saintly old
man, conscious perhaps that this was the last
opportunity he would ever have to witness to his
God before the people on a national scale, conscious
certainly that his own days were numbered and his
influence fading fast, pleading with the people that
they might remain faithful. “God forbid” he
exhorted earnestly “ God forbid that I should sin
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for yow; but I

will teach you the good and right way”. And then
his mood changed—or was it that he realised a
demonstration of the Divine disapproval of the
nation’s attitude was long overdue —and with
vehemence he cried “ Now therefore stand and see
this great thing which the Lord will do before your
eyes. Is it not wheat harvest to-day? I will call
unto the Lord, and he will send thunder and rain,
that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness
is great, which ye have done in the sight of the Lord,
in asking you a king ”. (I Sam. 12, 17.) So Samuel
called upon God, and there came thunder and rain,
sweeping down upon the standing crops, crushing
them to the earth, so that the people were affrighted
and stricken with remorse. Here was an enemy
their king could not overcome; foreign invaders he
would oppose and perhaps overthrow by his own
prowess and that of his followers, but the powers
of Nature only God could control. When they
asked Samuel for a king like those of the other
nations they had forgotten that. And now they
came before him with some tardy acknowledgment
of their sin. Too late, they relented of their purpose
and came to their father in God for help in their
dilemma.

It is to Samuel’s credit that he did not take
advantage of the situation to force a return to the
old order. The people had asked for a king and
had chosen a king, and now they should have their
king. Samuel must have realised that all of this
was in higher hands than his own, and that God
had a purpose in permitting the institution of the
monarchy. Moreover, Saul was now the Lord’s
anointed; he had been ancinted by Samuel at the
express command of God. Neither he nor the
nation could go back on that now. So Samuel
exhorted them to frame their national life within
the limits of the new order but always in conformity
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with the laws of God, “for ™ said he, “ the Lord
will not forsake his people for his great Name's sake;
because it hath pleased the Lovd to make you his

, people”. A wonderful phrase, that, and one that

stands as a beacon light through all Israel’s history.
No matter to what depths of unbelief and apostasy
they have fallen, it is still and will always be true
that they are the people of the Lord, that mainly
from them is to come at last the nation which will
shine forth from Jerusalem and turn the peoples
of the earth to righteousness. There will be a
remnant fitted for the purpose of the Lord.

Now that is true of spiritual Israel also on the
higher plane. The Christian Church has been guilty
of many failures, many denials of its Lord. Insti-
tutional Christianity has become a ‘byword, and the
lives of individual believers often a cause for
reproach. But despite all this the purpose of God
stands firm, and in His own due time He will
have gathered a people, a remnant, from the work
of these two thousand years, which will be amply
qualified for the spiritual rule of the world, in
association with the Lord Jesus Christ in the
heavens, throughout the Millennial Age. The Lord
will not forsake His people . . . because it hath
pleased the Lord to make them His people. Despite
all the failures, all the shortcomings, all the hardness
of heart, there will stand revealed at the end of this
Age two companies of “ holy ones”, one earthly,
in the Promised Land, one heavenly, with Christ, in
the glory beyond, each ready to take up its own part
in the final work of world reconciliation. Samuel
must have had faith in some such eventual outcome
of God’s work when he bade Israel on that day to
walk before God in sincerity and truth.

There was not much more for Samuel to do in
this life. Saul was beginning to take things into
his own hands and at eighty years of age Samuel
would not be able to do much to stop him. That
faith in the hearts of the people that had kept
the Philistine hosts at arm’s length during Samuel’s
judgeship was ebbing away fast now. Saul was
engaged in war with the ancient enemy during the
" greater part of his reign, and although he nominally
acknowledged God and rendered due homage to
Samuel there was little true religious feeling or
piety in his make-up. Eventually the day came
when, flushed with his victory over the Amalekites,
he ignored the command of Samuel that all their
flocks and herds and possessions were to be utterly
destroyed, and retained the best of them as spoil.
Samuel, learning of all this before he set out to meet
Saul after the battle, knew that Divine judgment
could not be much longer delayed. In that same
night Samuel had heard the voice of the Lord
saying to him “ It repenteth me that I have set up
Saul to be king; for he is turned back from following

me, and hath not performed my commandments ”.
And it grieved Samuel, and he cried unto the Lord
all night. (I Sam. 15. 11.)

Did the old man’s mind go back seventy years
to that other night when first he had heard the
voice of the Lord, and upon his youthful ears had
fallen the dread news of the doom of the house
of Eli? What were the thoughts that possessed
his mind as now he heard the sentence pronounced
again? First it was his teacher who had been
dispossessed, and Samuel kept in the favour ot
God; now it was his pupil who was cast off, and
he himself remained. The wheel had turned full
circle, the cycle of history had come back to its
starting point, and again was Israel without a
leader. Once more the full care of the nation
before God must fall upon his shoulders. And
there was a difference! In that long-since-gone day
when Eli had been deposed, he himself had been
in the first flush and bloom of youth, with all the
zeal and enthusiasm that is characteristic of youth.
He had thrown himself in the work of God with
all the zest and ardour of his young heart, and
had worked—only his God knew how hard he had
worked—to restore Israel to God and keep them
there. But now he was old; physical and mental
powers were failing. The will to serve was still
there; but how could he take up the work of the
reformer and the national leader again as he had
done those many years ago, and discharge it with
the effect that had changed the life of the nation
in that day? How could God expect him to bear
this new and crushing burden in the evening of
his days? Wearily he got up and set out to make
his way to where Saul awaited him.

“ Blessed be thou of the Lord” was the bland
greeting with which he was hailed as he came within
sight of the jubilant king “ I have performed the
commandment of the Lord”. Samuel had loved
Saul, even as had all Israel, and he had spent a grief-
stricken night with the Lord on the other man’s
account. But there was no softening nor any
indication of his inner feelings in the curt, uncom-
promising reply that quickly swept the complacent
smile from the king’s face. “ What meaneth then
this bleating of the sheep in mine eaws, and the
lowing of the oxen which I hear?”. The old man
was not going to be trifled with; he had in his
younger days seen the dire result of Eli’s own
easygoing toleration of disregard for Divine laws
and he was not going to condone or pass this by
even though Saul were to him as a son. And
Saul immediately realised that the old prophet
was in no mood for honeyed words and fair
speeches, and hurriedly began to make excuses.
He tried to explain that it was the fault of the
people, that they had insisted upon keeping the best
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of the spoil alive ““to sacrifice ” he said hopefully
“unto the Lord thy God”; as though to soften
Samuel’s stern demeanour by a compliment to
himself. He might have spared himself the trouble,
for the old man brusquely interrupted his labouring
words. “Stay” said Samuel “and I will tell thee
what the Lord hath sad to me this night™. And
Saul had sullenly to listen to the sentence of ex-
communication which blasted all his hopes and
schemes for a dynasty that should sit on the
throne of Israel and bear his name through ali
succeeding generations. It was this happening that
gave occasion for words that have been the in-
spiration for countless disciples throughout all ages
since. “ Hath the Lord as great delight™ queried
Samuel scornfully, “in sacrifice and offering as in
cbeying the wvoice of the Lord? Behold, to obey
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat
of rams!”

That was the end. Samuel never came to see
King Saul again. He retired to his home at Ramah
and there he remained, whilst Saul went on
hopelessly fighting the Philistines and never getting
really free from their yoke. The king who was
to have led the forces of Israel out to battle like
the kings of other nations never succeeded in making
Israel a truly independent kingdom. He never
achieved the resounding victories for which his
ardent followers hoped and for which purpose
they had clamoured for his appointment. It was
Samuel who had given the nation freedom—Samuel,
who trusted not in carnal weapons but in the power
of the living God, who had pinned hig faith not
to the prowess of men but to the Covenant of
Moses. In rejecting the way of Samuel Israel had
rejected the way of peace.

Israel went on fighting, and Samuel mourned for
Saul, and for the blighting of a life that had opened
with such promise, and for the disasters that must
inevitably fall upon Israel. Until, in the fulness
of time, there came to his inner consciousness, as
it had done so many times in past vyears, that
familiar Voice.

“How long wilt thou mowrn for Saul, seeing 1
have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill
thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to
Jesse the Beth-lehemite; for I have provided me
a king among his sons ™.

The aged nrophet might have been excused for
demurring. His first venture at anointing a king
had turned out an arrant failure. Israel was in
worse condition than before. What guarantee could
there be that this fresh attempt would turn out
any better. And if Saul got to know about it, he
would certainly wreak his vengeance on Samuel.
He could expect nothing less than instant death

for treason of that nature. It is clear that Saul
was by now king in every sense of the word and
Samuel’s influence in national affairs was nil. But
that was only as man seeth; God had work for him
to do yet, work that would bear much fruit in
days to come. Samuel demurred no longer but
took up his staff and made his way to Bethlehem.

The story of David’s anointing is well known.
It was the last service that Samuel performed. At
the point of death himself, he handed the torch,
all but dropping from his failing fingers, to the
fifeen-year-old lad who stood before him, so
fresh and lovable in his innocent and vigorous
youth. The {riendship that sprang up on
that memorable day between these two,
between whont three generations arched their
years, was never broken. In after days, David,
fleeing from Saul, came to Samuel at Ramah for
protection. He found the old man presiding over
a school of the prophets, a national leader mno
longer, but stll in the intensity of his zeal using
what remained to him of physical and mental
strength in the giving of instruction in the things
of God to a few young men who looked up to him
as pastor and father.

Could there have been a more fitting close 10
such a life? From the being pre-eminent in affairs
of state, the one to whom the whole nation looked
for guidance and judgment; from being the defender
of his people against their inveterate enemies the
Philistines and the means of freedom from those
enemies over a lifetime of years; from making and
unmaking kings; from all this he had retired into
the seclusion of his native village, content to spend
his last days in the day-by-day teaching of a handful
of young lads.

How many who in these later days have
exercised great privilege of service and held
prominent position before the Lord’s people have
found themselves able so gracefully to give place
and serve at the end in such unnoticed and humble
position, if so be that they might thus still glorify
the God in Whose Name they have done all things?
The humility of Samuel, as revealed by this final
phase of his recorded history, throws a flood of
light upon his character, a character that in this
respect at least is worthy of all our emulation.

It was to that saintly old man that the King of
Israel came on one more occasion, when the madness
that was to darken the last years of his life was
already gaining its hold upon him. It is a strange _
account, this story of the three bands of soldiers
who went, each in turn, to arrest David at Samuel’s
Ramah retreat, and how they were overawed and
subdued by the environment in which they found
themselves, falling down and prophesying with the
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prophets they found there; and how Saul, impatient
at the non-return of his messengers, went himself
to Ramah and was himself overtaken by the same
,prophetic fervour. He fell down and prophesied
before Samuel, we are told, and lay until the
morning: and then got up and went away. (I Sam.
19. 13-24) To understand this strange passage
we must realise that the term  prophesying”
included many kinds of emotional orations and it
was more than likely that Saul’s outburst on this
_ occasion was a more or less incoherent frenzy born
partly of baffled rage at his inability to win back
Samuel’s support and those blessings of God which
he had lost by his own selfwill and pride, and
partly of his fearful dread, both of David, whom
he now knew to be the Lord’s anointed, and the
ever-present Philistine menace. It is hardly likely
that the Holy Spirit spoke in any way through this
man whom God had rejected. And the momentary
excitement over, Saul arose, and for the last time
passed out of sight and ken of the one who had
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Anna

placed him upon the throne and established the
kingdom under him.

So Samuel breathed his last, an old man and
full of days. He died as he had lived, in the
company of the Lord’s people and in the exercise
of devoted ministry. The last sight of which he
was conscious, as the failing eye-lids flickered
down over the serene eyes, was that of the young
men, the sons of the prophets, gathered around his
couch, mute promise of the continuation of his
life's work. He rested from his labours, but his
works continued. [srael was to pass through
strange and troublous times, but the light would
break through once again and the standard which
Samuel had held aloft for nearly a century would
be honoured once more. Many a generation yet
to be born was to rise up and bless the name
of Samuel, his sterling faithfulness to God and to
his fellows echoing down the corridors of time

for ever.
THE END
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THE STORY OF A
WOMAN OF FAITH
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“And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser; she was
of a great age, end had lived with an husband seven
years from her virginitv. And she was a widow
of about fourscore and four vyears, which departed
not from the temple, but served God with fastings
and prayers night end day. And she coming in at
that instent gave thamks Ilikewise untp the Lord,
cnd spake of him te dl them that lcoked for
deliverance in Jerusalem ™. (Luke 2. 36-38.)

So short a passage! So little said! But how
eloquent. She comes in, without having been
previously introduced to the reader of sacred story.
She goes out—and 15 never heard of again. But
within that short space of a few minutes during
which she occupies the Scripture stage, she does
something that makes her brief appearance immortal
for evermore. She “ spake of Him ”.

Anna is the only one of that name in the New
Testament. There is only one in the Old Testa-
ment; Hannah, the mother of Samuel, has the
same name, in its Hebrew, as the other is in its
Greek form, and in both languages the word meant
graciousness. Both women “spake of Him”.
Hannah was the first one in all the Scriptures to
use the name “ Messiah ” as describing the one that
should come. Abraham and others in earlier days
had rejoiced to see His day and Moses had spoken

of the Prophet that should arise, like unto himself
but greater. But no one before Hannah applied
the word “ Messiah ” to Him and that is significant.
Hannah was as truly a prophetess as was Anna
a thousand vears later. “ The Lord shall judge
the ends of the earth™ she sang ““ and he shall give
strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his
Messiah”. (I Sam, 2. 10,) Now the later Anna
stood in the temple courts holding in her arms the
tiny babe that was the fulfilment of the prophecy.
Messiah had come, and Anna knew it!

How did she know? By what process of reason-
ing did this aged.saint connect this helpless child,
brought to the Temple by this young couple, with
the Messiah of prophecy, the One Who would come
from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah,
travelling in the greatness of His strength, pro-
claiming His mightiness to save, What was it
convinced her that here in this little family group
lay, not only the doom of the mighty empire of
Rome, but also of all the “ kingdoms of this world ”
and all the forces of wickedness and powers of
evil everywhere? What was it in that smali,
innocent face that showed her the lineaments of
a King?

It could only have been, as it was with Simeon
on the same occasion, a direct revelation:-of the
Holy Spirit. God had answered her long-continued
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prayers and fasting, her patience and expectation,
with a word at once from Himself. To Simeon,
it will be remembered, it had been revealed by the
Spirit that he would not see death until he had
seen the Lord’s Christ—the Messiah. And he
came “by the Spirit "—by the direct leading of
the Holy Spirit—into the Temple just at the time
Mary and Joseph were there with her first-born
child. In that moment, as Simeon’s old eyes fell
upon the little group, there came an inward word
to Him; “ This is He ! ” and his heart overflowed
with reverent joy as he realised the dream of a
lifetime fulfilled. So it must have been with
Anna; coming in just as Simeon was pouring out
his heart in his wonderful praise-prayer-prophecy,
the Spirit spoke to Anna likewise and she too knew
that the consolation of Israel had come; the time
was fulfilled; the hope for which the twelve tribes.
instantly serving God by day and night, waited to
come, was realised. God had at last visited His

people.

Anna had spent a long life waiting. Eighty-four
years a widow, seven years a wife before that—for
such is the meaning of the Greek expression; not
that she was merely eighty-four years old—so that
even had she been married at the age of sixteen, a
common age for Jewish girls to be married at that
time, Anna must have been one hundred and seven
years old at the time of this incident. It is not
stated, but it is implied and may reasonably be
accepted as a fact, that she had served God in
the Temple and waited for the promised Messiah
for at least the major portion of that time. What
had she seen in all those years?

Anna was born when the state of Judea was
very different from its condition at the birth of
Jesus. Rome had not yet appeared upon the scene,
and although the Greek kingdom of Syria still
claimed sovereignty over the Jews, Judea was in
fact an independent State under the rule of John
Hyrcanus, the son of that Simon who was one of
the Maccabean patriots that had delivered the
country from its foreign oppressors. She was per-
haps five years of age when Aristobulus succeeded
John, and then, in the following year, Alexander
Janneus succeeded Aristobulus. This part of Jewish
history, lying as it does between the Old and New
Testaments, is not so well known to many of us
as the days before Malachi or after Jesus, but in
the reign of Alexander the boundaries of Judea
were extended, by means of conquest or treaty,
right back to the limits that had been reached by
David and Solomon in olden times. In the person of
Alexander a Jewish king reigned from Sinai to the
Euphrates, and Judea was the most powerful State
in the Middle East. So influential was she, in fact,
that the Roman Empire entered into treaty alliance

with her—the text of the treaty, still preserved, is
curiously like modern ones, both nations binding
themselves not to make war upon the other and
to help each other with military assistance should
one be attacked by a third party—and Jewish
ambassadors were in residence at Rome. It was
a time of high hopes on the part of all true
Jews that the Kingdom of God and the day of
Israel’s triumph was at hand. It only needed
the appearance of the Messiah to take over the reins
of government. The Land of Promise as defined
to Abraham—from the river of Egypt to the
Euphrates—was already under their control. Greek
power was rapidly declining, and Rome, the only
other great Empire, treated with Judea as an equal.
Surely it could not be long now before the great
Senate of Rome would listen with dignified respect
to the orders of King Messiah, transmitted by the
Jewish ambassador in the city; and Jerusalem
replace both Athens and Rome as the world’s seat
of government. In those stirring days, ninety
years or so before the angels sang at Bethlehem
men went about in daily expectation of the revelation
of Messiah from heaven.

Some there were—as some there have been in
every age—who knew from their deeper under-
standing of the things of God that the coming of
the Kingdom could not be thus. History reveals
that behind the pomp and glitter of the rapidly
growing State, the marching and shouting of armed
men, the glowing speeches and lavish promises of
Judea’s politicians, there was a nucleus of devout
souls, chiefly the poor of this world, looking for
a Messiah who would be first of all a Teacher of
righteousness. They knew that all was not well
with their homeland and its people. They knew
that sin covered them with its heavy hand, and
that not until sin was removed could the glowing
promises of the prophets be fulfilled. So they
studied the old prophecies and told each other
of the golden time that would come when God
arose to shake terribly the earth and reveal to all
men the King who would reign in righteousness,
even although with their limited vision they could
hardly begin to see how these things could be.
But they would have nothing to do with the
politicians, nor yet—very much—with the established
forms of religion, insincere and corrupt as they had
become with the nation’s rise to temporal prosperity.
Zadokites, these faithful few were called in their
day, and they found a substantial following among
the ordinary people in that time, so long before
the Messiah in whom they believed was to manifest
Himself.

It is very possible that Anna came of a family
that adhered to this faith and expectation. Her
steadfastness through the years might very well
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have been due to parental influence and training.
Phanuel might possibly have been an early leader
among the Zadokites, a century before the One
_in Whom their hopes were fixed could appear.
And if so, if she grew up into early womanhood,
married and widowed before she was twenty-four,
neither she nor her fellows would have been unduly
distressed or cast down at the rapid change of
fortune which befell the triumphant State when
Alexander Janneus died in B.C. 75 and war,
disruption and anarchy began to set in. The
enemies of the nation were not laid low after all;
they had only been quiescent; and now the men
who had so fondly imagined their victorious
military Messiah soon coming to place Himself—
and them—at the headship of the nations, saw
their territories invaded, their conquests wrested
from them, and the ever growing menace of foreign
oppression looming over them more menacingly
every day.

It was only another eight years, when Anna was in
her early forties, that the crash came, and the death
of Queen Alexandra of Judea was followed by the
submission of her sons to Pompey, the victorious
Roman. From that time Judea became a Roman
province, and hopes of the Messianic Kingdom
were rudely dashed. But the Zadokites still
believed, for their faith was not founded on the
fortunes of war or the virtue of political arrange-
ments, and as Anna quietly went about her duties
in the Temple, she prayed and fasted and waited
still for “ He that should come ™, not knowing how
much longer He would tarry.

So another ten or twelve years went by, slowly,
whilst Judea became more and more helpless in
the grasp of her Roman master. Away in the far
north-west Julius Casar was invading Britain, and
our own ancestors in these islands were undergoing
their first experience of the power that already held
Judea in a grip of iron. Anna, past fifty years
of age now, endured the horror of seeing the
Temple itself, the centre of all her hopes and those
of her countrymen, desecrated and plundered by
Crassus the Roman general. Would Messiah never
come? Had God forgotten to be gracious? The
question must at times have come to her mind but
she put it from her knowing that the word of the
Lord could not return to Him void, but must at
the end prosper in the thing whereto it was sent.

So onward, through the long years, until Herod
the Edomite came and began to rule the country
under title from Rome, a would-be king even
although a tributary king. Perhaps at that the
hopes of some began to rise again, and when,
eighteen years before the birth of Jesus, Herod
announced his intention of pulling down the decaying
fabric of Nehemiah’s Temple, which had stood on

Mount Moriah for five hundred years, ever since
the return from Babylon, and erect a magnificent
new Temple in its place, many there must have
been who wondered if this was indeed a preparation
for Messiah. Anna and her friends must often
have talked about it. There would be Simeon, like
herself, well into the eighties. There would be a
middle-aged couple, Zachariah and Elisabeth, hoping
against hope for the child that never seemed to
come, but hoping with even greater intensity for
the coming of Messiah. Then there was Jacob and
his small son Joseph, and another Joseph, a wealthy
young man from Arimathea, all waiting for His
appearing and His Kingdom. And as the splendid
structure of the Temple grew under the industry
of Herod’s builders and stone-masons their hearts
would swell with anticipation and they would say
one to another “ Surely He will come soon! ”

And then, one day, coming into the Temple court,
Anna saw a little group standing. Simeon, the
friend and counsellor of many years, was holding
a little child in his arms. His face was upturned
to heaven as if in thanksgiving and praise. Anna
recognised the parents in an instant; Joseph the
son of Jacob, grown to manhood now, and his
seventeen-year old wife Mary, both of them zealous
and devout believers in the coming of the Lord,
both of them brought up from childhood to look
for and wait for His coming. Anna had known
them both since they were born—it seemed only
yesterday. She had known their parents, too, since
their own birth. She had known their grandparents.
Her tired old mind flashed back over the long
years and she thought of her own friends of youth,
long since laid aside to sleep, in the sure and
certain hope of a promise of which they had never
seen the realisation in their own lifetime. She saw
the new generation before her, the young people
who were destined to carry the hope of Messiah
onward into the coming vyears, years which she
knew she herself would not live to see. And then
a sudden thought flashed into her mind; she looked
more closely at the little group, at the rapt
expression on Simeon’s countenance, the sweet,
eager face of the young mother, the grave, reverently
proud features of Joseph, and she looked at the
Babe,

And in that moment she knew.

Conscience tells us that we ought to do right, but
it does not tell us what right is—that we are taught
by God’s Word. Henry Clay Trumbull.

2 * *

Our Lord has written the promise of the Resur-
rection not in books alone, but in every leaf of
Spring-time. (Luther)
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THE TIMES OF THIS IGNORANCE

A Study in
Divine Purposes

Chap. 1.—Paul and the Athenians
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“Forosmuch then as we are the offspring of
God, we ought not to think that the Deily is like
unto geld or silver or stone, engraved by art or
men’s device. And the times of this ignorance
Ged winked at (overlooked) but now commandeth
all men everywhere to repent”, (Acts 17. 30.)

The times of Divine action in the outworking
of His plans are several and varied. The Scripture
speaks of “ Times of Restitution ”; in these days
we have come to realise the significance of that
expression and to look forward to the promised
restoration. They speak also of “ Times of the
Gentiles ”; for many years past earnest students
of the Holy Word have traced the course of those
times through human history, and watched and
waited for their end. Now the Apostle Paul,
speaking to the wise men of this world, the philo-
sophers and thinkers and debaters of the glory
that was Grezce, speaks of “times of ignorance .
Times of ignorance! Was it a mere figure of
speech, a flowery embellishment with which to
round off his discourse, a polished antithesis to
mark in sharp relief the knowledge that he was
bringing them from God, the knowledge of Jesus
and the Resurrection? By no means, for these
“times of ignorance ”, says Paul, span a period
and are to have an end, an end which is marked
by the cessation of God’s tolerance of the
condition of “ no-knowledge™, and a universal
command to repent that the light of the
knowledge of God’s Plan might begin to over-
spread the carth until it covers the land as
the waters cover the great sea. There were definite
causes that had produced those “times of ignor-
ance ', and they had occupied a definite place in
the Divine Plan, but now their end had come and
another and totally different work for mankind
on the part of the Most High was to take their
place,

The unhappy translation “ winked at” does not
convey a true impression of Paul’s exposition here.
God did not by any means condone or ignore the
conduct of man or the darkmess of this world.
The Greek word used is one that signifies the
looking over and beyond a thing, as though God,
surveying these times of ignorance from the stand-
point of His great knowledge, looked beyond them
to another time when men would hear the call to
repert and come to the light that then would be

shining, and in coming, find salvation and life.
The word does not mean that God * overlooked
in the sense of “letting bygones be bygones ™.
There is a law of retribution in the Divine dealings
with man which will apply to all men everywhere
and in all ages. God “looked beyond ” the * times
of ignorance ”, and guided the destinies of this
world meantime, not according to man’s present
deserts, but in the light of his future possibilities.

These few words of Paul, spoken to the intellec-
tual pagans of his own day, throw a flood of light
upon this very important aspect of God’s dealings
with man. It has been the usual custom to ignore
the long millenniums that stretched between Creation
and Christ as though they had no particular useful-
ness or importance, except for the relatively short
span during which Israel was receiving its national
training under the Law. But a close examination
of Acts 17 reveals a clear understanding, on Paul’s
part, of the vital place those ages occupy in the
Divine scheme of things. They were years in which
man, though ignorant, was making his way more or
less blindly towards the light; until he had arrived
at a certain stage in that progress the revelation
of Christ could not be made to man because none
would be found able to understand; but when in
the fulness of time some could appreciate Him in
the way He must come, and accept Him and set
their lives to carrying on His work, then, and at
once, the times of ignorance must come to an end,
and God could, with complete confidence, set in
motion the great forces which were destined to
complete His plan for humanity. As a first step
in that nroceeding, He called upon men in a fashion
He had not called and could not call before, to
repent. "

“Whom therefore ye ignovantly worship™ cried
Paul to his listeners,  him declare I unto you”.
The Greeks had built up a complete pantheon of
deities, descriptive of all the attributes of God and
all the outward manifestations of His working which
they could perceive; but they were not satisfied.
There was still something about God that they did
not understand, an understanding of His ways to
which they had not arttained. The elaborate
mythologies and philosophical speculations which
they had formulated and in which they indulged
still failed to satisfy the more reflective among them,
and so in blind groping for more light they had
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erected, among all their shrines and images, this

altar “ TO THE UNKNOWN GOD ”, and trusted

that one day He would reveal Himself to them.
So they listened as Paul told them how that far

«? away, in the days of Creation, the Unknown God

had made the world, and all that is in it, and
placed man upon it, and in full anticipation of the
Fall and all that it would entail of man’s ignorance
and blindness concerning Himself, had ordered the
course of the nations in history, and their geograph-
ical distribution over the earth (“ hath determined
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation” vs. 26.) that they might struggle in
their blindness to a position from which some of
them at least could receive Christ and become His
instruments of blessing to all the rest. “ That they
should seek the Lovd, if haply they might feel after
him, and find lim, though he be not far from any
one of us™ (vs. 27). There is progression here, a
progress from utter ignorance to a measure of know-
ledge, and then, when the call to repent has been
sounded, and heard, and heeded, onward still into
that full knowledge which is the prized possession
of the sons of God.

The “ times of this ignorance ” of Paul’s address,
then, commenced at, or soon after, the Fall, and
they ended with Christ. It was Paul’s object to
convince the Greeks of the significance of the
times in which they lived. A great step forward
in the Plan of God had been taken. Whereas, in
the past, men had struggled blindly towards the
light, and the highest and best of their conclusions
had been enshrined in the Greek philosophies which
Paul was now dismissing as ignorance itself, God,
having looked beyond man’s failure to know and
understand Him aright, was now revealing a com-
plete and satisfying message of life in the person
and work of His Son. The solution of all the
questions and speculations, the searching and
questionings, of the past, was expressed in the
simple exhortation “ Repent—believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ—and thou shalt be saved ”.

So the Times of Ignorance were brought to an
end on the Day of Pentecost by God’s command
to men to repent. There can be no disputing the
meaning of the words. They stand, clear and
unmistakable. From the dawn of history God
had looked upon His creatures’ endeavours to
understand the mysteries of life and death, of good
and evil, and in the knowledge of His own future
plans had allowed their errors and mistakes and
wanderings in devious and dark ways. He knew
that all this experimental striving, as it were, was
necessary to prepare men’s minds to receive the
great revelation He planned to give them. It would
not have done to reveal Christ at the time of
Abraham, nor yet at the time of Moses. Human

minds were altogether unprepared to receive the
truths He must bring, too undeveloped by far to
understand the High Calling and the principles
of the Millennial reign. But by the time that
Czsar Augustus ruled the world there were some
who could understand and who would respond,
and it was at that point that God changed His
attitude and His course of dealing, and commanded
all men, everywhere, to repent. And that call to
repentance is intimately connected, as we know full
well, with the onset of world judgment—the judg-
ment and retribution that must come upon the
world for its evil—and the further development
of God’s plans for world conversion during the
Millennial Age.

At Pentecost, then, there came a great change in
the possibility of men’s understanding of God. That
change brought with it responsibility. The hearing
of the message could no longer be flouted. Men
would now be expected to understand and begin to
weigh up for themselves the implications of this
new word of authority that had come into their
lives.

The exhortation to repent was not a request:
it was.a command. It was a command having the
same force as the other command given to man at
the time of the first creation. “Of the tree . . .
that is in the midst of the garden, thou shalt not
eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die”. Failure to heed and obey this
command to repent will have the same result: there
is for the unrepentant, if such there be, after full
opportunity, nothing but death, the cessation of
that existence which God has given but of which
the recipient will not make rightful use. Neither
was the command addressed to a select few, nor
to an arbitrarilv chosen small number. It was
to all men. “Now commandeth all men every-
where to repent V. The fact has to be taken into
account in our understanding of the work of the
Age that commenced at Pentecost.

Perhaps there has been a tendency to differentiate
too sharply between the works of the Gospel and
Millennial Ages. Often has it been said that God
has no interest in the world at present: He is
dealing exclusively with the Church, and the turn
of the world will come in the next Age. That is
true in measure, but it is not a complete expression
of the Truth. From the point of view of Paul,
speaking at Athens, making a difference between
man’s helpless striving after the light before Pente-
cost, and the work of human reconciliation to God
which has been progressing since Pentecost and will
progress until it is complete in the Millennium,
this whole period, from Pentecost to the end of
the Millennial Age, is one great span of time
during which the work of reconciliation progresses
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to its logical fulfilment. The command to repent
goes out at the beginning of the Age and applies
to all men: all men do not hear the command
at first: for many of them the word will not come
until after the Kingdom is established. The heralds
of the Kingdom, the messengers of God, must
first take up the proclamation and bear it through
the earth. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me in
Judea, and Ferusalem, and unto the uttermost
parts of the earth”. During the first two thousand
years the command is being heard and responded
to by a comparatively small number of people;
from these are drawn those disciples who by
reason of their experiences as “ His witnesses ” in
this life will be equipped and qualified to carry on
the work in greater power in the next Age, so that
all men, even the resurrected millions who them-
selves lived during the *“ Times of Ignorance ” may
hear the command to repent and, if they will, obey.

It is on this basis that missionary zeal must be
based. Pseudo-theological talk of “sowing”™ and
“ reaping ” at the end of the Age, and comparisons
with natural harvesting operations is really quite
beside the point. The plain fact is that God, at
Pentecost, commenced to reconcile the world to
Himself in Christ. There are two great stages
in that work of reconciliation, the first of which
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THE QUIET TIME
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is the selection and preparation of the company
through whom the major portion of the work is
to be done, but it is one great work as a whole, and
it was at Pentecost that the Father looked down
upon a blinded and ignorant world and, as it were,
said “ it is enough: behold the way of salvation:
turn and repent, and come to Me”. From that
time forward it has been the privilege and commis-
sion of every consecrated follower of the Lord Jesus
to herald far and wide the cry that must continue
yet for another thousand years before it has
achieved its full purpose: * Repent—believe the
gospel—and live ”.

That is why the Christian faith is, and always
has been, and always will be, a missionary faith.
That is why the church or sect or group that
loses its missionary zeal and ceases to proclaim
abroad the faith that is in it must inevitably perish.
With Paul, we must say “ Woe is unto me if I
preach not the Gospel "—The times of ignorance
have ended, and we who are God’s ambassadors
are sent forth to bear His message, a message that
will not cease to be preached until all of earth’s
millions have heard and made their final decision.

For God now commandeth all men, everywhere,
to repent.

"My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure

dwellings, and in quiet resting places.”
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CONSECRATION

O sacred union with the perfect mind!
Transcendent bliss, which Thou alone canst give.
How blest are they this pearl of price who find,
And, dead to earth, have learned in Thee to live.
And thus while dead to human hopes 1 lie,
Lost, and forever lost, to all but Thee,
My happy soul since it hath learned to die
Hath found new life in Thine infinity.
With joy we learn this lesson of the Cross,
And tread the toilsome way which Fesus trod;
And counting present life, and all things, loss,
We find, through death, the way of life in God.

PURITY

In the northern coalfields, round about the mouth
of the coal-pits, there is a tiny white flower with
almost waxen petals. There it grows and flourishes
amid all the dust and grime, for its waxen-like
petals throw off the dust which settles upon it.
Character can triumph over circumstances. It is
the life within, not the circumstances without which
counts.

LIGHT

Light enters the smallest opening accessible to it.
It searches out the recesses that would otherwise
remain dismal and dark, thus pentrating the gloom.
It is a fact disclosed by science that it lays hold
of the lurking germs of disease whether in the
home or in the human system. Of Him who came
as the world’s light, such is His ministry. Instead ,
of sin fastening upon Him it could not even stand
in His presence.

JOYFUL SERVICE

If you want to know the character of a house,
ask the servants—especially the old servants. So
with the service of our Lord, ask the old servants
and you will get the best account of it. Those
who have been at it longest have the best things to
say about it. Ask such a one as Paul the aged.
Observe the cheerfulness of his latest epistles.
You have heard a good deal about his suffering
in the midtime, but when he was Paul the aged
and is writing to Timothy and Titus, he is extremely
cheerful and consolatory.
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“ Within three days ye shall pass over this Fordan,
to go in to possess the land, which the Lord your
God giveth you to possess it ”. (Josh. 2. 11.)

The great day had dawned, and Israel stood at
the banks of the Jordan, gazing at the Promised
Land half-a-mile away beyond the flood. For full
forty years had the promise stood; the fathers who
had set out from Egypt to inherit this land were
dead, their remains buried in the wilderness, but
these their children had lived to see the fulfilment
of the promise. This very day they were to pass
over and enter upon their inheritance.

The crossing of Jordan is usually bracketed
together with the passage of the Red Sea. They
are two very similar miracles. But there is a
fundamental spiritual difference. The passage of
the Red Sea was a going into the wilderness; that
of Jordan was a coming out of the wilderness. The
one was the prelude to a time of humiliation and
suffering, the other to a tme of conquest and
triumph. The one has been used to picture the
Christian’s deliverance from the bondage of sin and
his entrance upon the Christian life, a life of
humiliation and suffering whilst in the flesh. The
other pictures his final victory and entrance into
the heavenly kingdom, into the light and joy of
the presence of God, the full attainment of the
promised spiritual inheritance. The passing into
the glory of the Divine is often spoken of as
a crossing of Jordan; never as a crossing of the
Red Sea.

For three days they had waited, watching the
turbulent waters rushing past, for it was early
summer and the snows of Hermon were melting.
“Yordan overfloweth all his banks dll the time of
harvest” (Josh. 3. 15.) The stream, normally only
about a hundred feet wide and easily fordable, was
a raging torrent half-a-mile from bank to bank and
quite impossible of passage even by boats, if they
had any, and they had not. The Canaanites on
the other side were feeling tolerably secure, at
least for the next few weeks until the waters would
begin to subside.

Obedient to the command of Joshua, the priests
were carrying the Ark of the Covenant, swathed
in its blue coverings so that it should not be exposed
to the gaze of the people, and at a respectful
distance, two thousand cubits—a little over half-a-
mile—the leaders of the people followed. How
they were to cross the river no man knew, but,
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The Crossmg of Jordan

An Instance of
Divine Deliverance
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confident in Joshua and in their God, the priests
went steadily forward, and down to the water’s
edge. With, perhaps, only a moment’s natural
hesitation, they stepped boldly into the water.

Even as they did so the wet mud appeared under
their soles. They stepped forward again, slowly,
into the stream, and again the water had hardly
laved their ankles before it receded and the mud
appeared. So they went on, more confidently now,
and the water’s edge retreated from before them as
fast as they stepped into it. The hosts of Israel,
higher up on the slope that led down to the river,
could see what was happening, and a mighty shout
of exultation arose on the still air, a shout that
aroused the attention of the Canaanite guards on
the other side of the river, and caused them to
look more closelv at the corresponding retreat of the
waters from their own bank, and then disappear in
abrupt haste to warn their superiors of the strange
phenomenon that was occurring down there in the
bed of Jordan.

The priests were still advancing, very slowly.
Sometimes as they stepped into the water they had
to wait a few minutes before it had receded suffi-
ciently to permit the taking of another step. But
always the waters were shrinking and the priests
advancing. The watching hosts on the hillside,
limited still to their two thousand cubits distance
from the Ark, therefore not as yet able to approach
even the river’s bank, cried and shouted to each
other in awe and wonder at this great thing the
Lord was doing in their sight . . . . .

The stream was down in the deepest part of
its channel, gliding along more quietly and only
thirty yards or so wide. The wide terraces so
lately covered by the rushing waters were baking
and steaming in the tropical sun, the soft mud
rapidly hardening as it dried, ready for the tramp-
ling of the thousands of feet that would shortly
be crossing its wide expanse. And the priests still
advanced, slowly, forward . . . . ..

There was but a brook now in the midst of
Jordan. Farther up the valley, as the watchers on
the hillside looked into the distance, the river bed
was completely dry. There was no more water to
come down. The last of the flow would soon have
passed them on its way into the Dead Sea. The
gateway into Canaan stood open before them.

The priests had stopped, and turned aside a
little, standing in a group, with the Ark in their
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midst clearly visible as they held it hoisted up
upon their shoulders. They stood thus; there was
a moving and a jostling of men; and as though
animated by one impulse the whole host surged
forward, down the slopes to the edge of the bare hard
mud, swarming on to the level terraces, dropping
by successive steps to the place where the priests
were standing, spreading out as they did so until
the whole valley as far as eye could reach, in
either direction, was filled with the thousands of
Israel, walking, running, climbing, to the accom-
paniment of shouts and cries of triumph and joy,
up to the terraces on the Canaanite side, and
assembling in the wide meadows beyond which could
be seen the walls of the garrison town of Jericho.
It was not until the last few stragglers had brought
up the rear and made their way up the slopes to
the Canaanitish side that the priests reformed their
little party, and with the Ark still in their midst,
moved tp in turn, out of Jordan, into the Promised
Land. From behind them as they did so came the
sound of rushing water. The lowest channel was
filling, water was coming down again from the
higher reaches, and even as the people looked the
river began to flow in strength and fury, lapping
behind the feet of those slow moving priests until
by the time they had gained the topmost level
with their burden the swirling flood stretched once
more from bank to bank. Moab and Canaan were
separated again and no man might go nor come.
But the host of Israel was in Canaan.

It was a miracle; of that there can be no doubt.
Whatever the natural means by which the flow of
the river was interrupted, it was by Divine inter-
vention that it occurred just at the moment when
Israel needed such an occurrence to make possible
their entrance into the Holy Land.

The account in Joshua 3. 15-16 reads “as they
that bare the ark were come into Fordan, and the
feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in
the brim of the water . . . . . that the waters which
came down from above stood and vose up upon an
heap far away, bv the city Adam, which is beside
Zaretan; and those that came down toward the
sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were
cut off; and the people passed over right against
Jericho.’

The waters “stood, and rose up upon an heap.”
Where was this heaping of the waters ? The “city
Adam " is the modern El Damieh, sixteen miles up
stream from Jericho, and Zaretan is Zarthan,
opposite El Damieh, on the eastern bank of the
river. At this point the Jordan traverses the
narrowest part of its valley; it flows between clay
banks ranging from forty to one hundred and fifty
feet high. The clay is soft, and landslides into
the river occasionally occur. A heavy landslide

can dam the river completely and interrupt its flow
until the weight of the mounting waters is suffi-
cient to wash away the obstruction and permit the
river to resume its normal course.

Such a thing has happened three 1imes at least
in recorded history. On the 8th December, A.D.
1267, the west bank at El Damieh collapsed and
dammed the river so that no water flowed down
the channel for sixteen hours. This record rests on
the authority of an Arab historian, Nowairi, It
meant that the bed of Jordan from El Damieh to
the Dead Sea was dry for all that fime and anyone
could cross on foot. In the year 1906 the same
thing happened in consequence of an earthquake,
and again in 1927, according to Prof. Garstang,
the celebrated earthquake which shook all Palestine,
and cracked the Mount of Olives, caused the west
bank at El Damieh to collapse. On this occasion
the flow of water was interrupted for no less than
twenty-one hours, and a number of people did
actually cross and recross the river bed on foot.

It is known nowadays that the fall of the walls
of Jericho, a few days after the Israelites crossed
Jordan, was caused by an earthquake, occurring
at the critical moment. It might well be, as
suggested by Garstang, that there was a tolerably
long period of earthquake activity at this time and
that such an earth tremor, occurring at the right
moment, threw down the cliffs and dammed the
river, just as in 1927. There is at any rate a
remarkably exact correspondence between the story
in Joshua and these more modern instances and
there seems no reasonable doubt that the crossing
of Jordan was due to this precise cause.

“ Coincidence ” says someone. “If this has
happened at other times in historv then it was just
pure luck that it happened when the Israelites
were ready to cross. Perhaps, even, Joshua had
received secret information by swift runner of what
had already happened sixteen miles upstream and
knew that within an hour or two the river would
be running dry.”

Perhaps—if it were not that the Scripture
provides its own refutation of the suggestion.
Joshua knew precisely what was going to happen
at El Damieh several hours at least before it
happened | Many of the Israelites knew what to
expect probably two hours or more before the clay
banks fell into the river and began to dam back
the waters !

At some time during the previous day, when
Israel was already gathered on the banks of Jordan
in anticipation of the crossing, Joshua had said to
them “ Sanctify yourselves; for fo-morrow the Lord
will do wonders among you” (ch. 3, vs. 5). He,
and they, knew that by some means or other they
were to cross Jordan. Joshua now knew that it was
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to be the very next day; whether at that time he
also knew the means by which the crossing was to
be effected does not appear. But that night—early

, +in the morning hours—the Lord spoke to Joshua

(vs 7) * This day,” He said ** will I begin to magnify
thee in the sight of all Israel . . . and thou shalt
command the priests . . . ” etc. This was the day
of the crossing; it is probable that the word of the
Lord came to Joshua during the silent watches of
the night, for it is most unlikely that the day itself
with all its excitement would give any time to
Joshua for quiet communion with God. And there
was a full programme of events to be fitted into
twelve short hours. First was Joshua’s charge and
instructions to the children of Israel, including
the selection of twelve men from amongst their
number to be responsible for bringing out of the
river’s bed twelve great stones to be a memorial of
their crossing. It was whilst giving these instruc-
tions that Joshua revealed his knowledge of how
the miracle was to be effected. “ The waters of
Jordan ” he said “ shall be cut off from the waters
that come down from above, and they shall stand
upon an heap™ (vs 13.) This speech must have
been delivered not later than eight or nine o’clock
in the morning, for it would take the people several
hours more before they could be ready for the
crossing, and time for the, perhaps, two millions
of people to cross before sundown had still to be
allowed. By eleven o’clock, perhaps, the people
began to remove from their tents and by midday
the priests would be venturing into the edge of
the rushing flood, and it would be at this time
therefore that the first effects of the collapse that
had occurred upstream became visible at Jericho
in the retreat of the water’s edge. Now if this effect
became observable at Jericho at midday the disaster
at El Damieh would have occurred not more than
two hours before; the high velocity of the water in
the Jordan would drain the channel between the two
places within that time. It must be concluded then
that the collapse occurred not earlier than ten
o’clock and yet Joshua knew precisely what was
going to happen when he rose that morning, and
probably earlier, during the small hours.

Reasonably, it may be expected that God revealed
this coming event to him by means of a dream, as
has been done so often in Scriptural story. Joshua
saw the high, overhanging cliffs, the rushing river
sluicing its way between them; in that incompre-
hensible manner associated with dreams he knew
that he was looking at Jordan, although the place
itself he had probably never seen before. Even as
he looked, the ponderous masses moved and slid,
with irresistible force, across the foaming channel,
and as the waters behind began to pile themselves up
behind the barrier into an immense lake, and those

in front quickly drained away and left the river-bed
bare, he knew that he was seeing what the Lord
was about to do, and awoke, ready for his great
task. Thus it was that he was able to give Israel
so accurate and graphic a description of the marvel
that was to happen in a few more hours’ time.

The rest of the day’s programme fits into this
picture very well. By one o’clock the crossing was
in full swing. It need not be assumed that the
people waited to negotiate the river channel in one
long procession—two millions would take a long
time to cross in that way. More probably Israel
was encamped along a wide “ front”—perhaps
five miles or even more along the course of the river
—and when the word was given they began to
cross in a body. In such fashion the entire host,
with all their flocks and herds, tents and baggage,
could be inside the Promised Land in three hours.
By four o’clock the transfer could have been
accomplished and the priests begin to make their
own way up out of the river-bed. Even as they
did so, the water began to flow again, following
their retreating footsteps as they came slowly up
the terraces. By six o’clock—sunset—the river was
in full flood once more.

The crossing of Jordan was a miracle. The
agency used was a natural one; the powers of
Nature were enlisted in the service of God. But
God knew beforehand what He was going to do and
when He was going to do it; He gave His servant
Joshua due notice several hours before the event,
and then, when the hour had struck for the barriers
to be thrown down and Israel enter his Promised
Land, “ the sea saw it, and fled ; Fordan was driven
back . . . . at the presence of the Lord.”

EVIL SURMISINGS

Whoever neglects the Lord’s commands along the
line of “ evil surmisings ” weaves a web for his own
ensnarement, however “ circumspectly” he may
walk as respects other matters; for a heart impreg-
nated with doubt and suspicion towards fellow
creatures is more than half prepared to doubt God;
the spirit of sourness and bitterness implied is-at
war with the spirit of the Lord, the spirit of love.
Either the one or the other will conquer. The
wrong spirit must be gotten rid of, or it will defile
the New Creature and make of him a “ castaway .
On the contrary, if the new nature conquer, as an
“overcomer ”, it will be along this line; if evil
surmisings are overcome, half the battle against
present difficulties and besetments is won. The
surmisings are from the heart, and lead us either to
good words and acts, or to evil words and acts.
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Q What was the intention belind Jesus’ instruction
to the disciples in Luke 22.36 “ He that hath no
sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one” ?

A Perhaps a process of elimination will help.
Could Jesus have intended His disciples to acquire
and carry swords for offensive purposes ? The
answer is clearly “No”. His whole teaching
militates against that suggestion. The Christian
way is one of peace, and our warfare, as Paul
says, is “not with carnal weapons”. When before
Pilate a few hours later, Jesus said “ My kingdom
is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, but now is
my kingdom not from hence” (i.e., not based
upon the principles or methods of this world).

Was the injunction to the end that He might be
successfully defended in the Garden, and rescued
from those who were coming to arrest Him ? Again,
no! He went there willingly, knowing that He was
going to arrest and death. It was for that purpose
He had come into the world. When Peter did use
his sword in a vain attempt at rescue, Jesus com-
manded him “Put up thy sword again into its
place; for all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword.”

Could the swords have been recommended for the
disciples’ own defence in later days ? There may
be more reason to stop and consider this, in the
light of the words of Jesus which led up to the
exhortation in question. “ When I sent you without
purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything ?
And they said, ‘ Nothing’. Then said he unto them
‘But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it,
and likewise his scrip; and he that hath no sword,
let him sell his garment, and buy one’”. Did this
mean that the Divine care that had provided for
their wants when they went out two by two to
evangelise the villages of Israel was now to be
withdrawn and henceforth they must rely upon their
own effort for sustenance and safety ? If so, this
would seem to be a strange reversal of the Divine
way, and moreover is not borne out by the disciples’
later lives. So far as their history is recorded they
were always dependent upon God for their needs.
With respect to personal safety there is no indication
anywhere that they ever used the sword for defence
against human enemies; on the contrary, they were
assured that they must be afflicted, persecuted,
imprisoned and even in some cases put to death for

"% THE QUESTION BOX ‘@
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His Name’s sake, and all of this they were to endure
that they might win the promised crown of life.
There is no thought of using physical means of
defence here.

But the answer must lie in the comparison made
by Jesus “ When I sent you. . . . . But now ”. When
they went out as evangelists it was to the com-
paratively settled and peaceful villages and towns
of Judea and Galilee, where they could go from
place to place without encountering wild beasts or
other wayside perils. At nightfall they would
reasonably expect to find refreshment and lodging
from their fellow-Jews and go on their way in the
morning. That kind of hospitality was a binding
custom on all at that time, But after Jesus’ death
they were to travel to distant lands across waste
and desolate country, where food would not be
easy to obtain, nor hospitality from those of like
mind. A scrip to carry reasonable provision, and a
purse to carry the small amount necessary for daily
expenses, would be requisite. Wild beasts—wolves,
jackals, hyenas, leopards, panthers, tigers and lions,
all common in Western Asia outside the inhabited
districts—would constitute a menace, and in days
when there were no such things as guns, the sword
was the only possible defensive weapon against
such. All travellers carried them habitually for such
purposes.

It might be, then, that the words of Jesus were
intended as an intimation of the mission that lay
before them, the scrip, the purse and the sword
being cited as symbols of the nature of their future
experiences. No longer was their life’s work to be
a simple pastoral ministry in the homeland of
Israel, but a vigorous missionary work, amid un-
known peoples and unimagined perils, in strange
lands and places, to the uttermost parts of the earth.

“ And they said unto him ‘ Lord, here are two
swords’. And he said unto them ° It is enough’”.
He realised, perhaps, that they had failed to grasp
His meaning, and were thinking only in terms of
immediate defence from the danger that threatened
Him at that time. And so far as that was concerned,
two swords were enough—enough for Him to refuse
their aid at the critical moment and drive home for
all time the lessons He was trying to teach them.
After His death and ascension, perhaps, the disciples
realised as they did not realise earlier how woefully
they had misunderstood Him on that fateful evening.

C. W. CLARK & Co, (PRINTERS), LTp. (T.U.)., 24, CLEMENTS ROAD, ILFORD.
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Thou, therefore, endure
hardness as a
soldier of Jesus Christ.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES

A very sincere invitation is extended to brethren
who have not responded to the circular recently sent
out by Pastoral Ministry, but who nevertheless would
like to have the benefit of the service, to write
now and make request. It is stressed that no com-
pany is too small in number to participate in the
visits ; in fact, this Ministry is intended for the
“twos and threes ”, and small groups, rather than
for the larger ones who are better able to make their
own arrangements, although, of course, all groups,
small or large, are equally welcome to the brethrens’
services. Do not hesitate, therefore. If the ministry
is acceptable to you and could be a blessing to you,
write to The Secretary, Pastoral Ministry, 62,
Greenway, London, S.W.20, at once.

* * *

A very warm welcome is extended to the London
Monthly Meeting, held on the third Saturday of
each month in the Tudor Hall, Caxton Hall, S.W.1.
Full details of this month’s meeting appear on this
page. This is a unique opportunity to meet brethren
from other parts of London and join with them in
praise and worship without interfering with your
own regular Sunday meeting attendance.

* * *

A monthly united meeting for praise, worship
and fellowship is now being held by the brethren
of the Nottingham Area in the Chapel of the
Y.M.C.A., Nottingham. This meeting is normally
on the first Sunday in each month, and a warm
welcome is extended to friends from outlying dis-
tricts who can make it possible to attend.

* * *

This is for the attention of our friends in Chicago,
U.S.A. The British Post Office have passed us a
Money Order for Two Dollars handed in at
“ Chicago Austin ” on or about 13th November last
but so far we have not heard from the sender as
to what this amount is intended for. (The Post
Office do not normally give the name of the sender
and in this case we have no clue.) Will the friend
responsible please write to us?

e *

The Benevolent Fund is in the charge of four
brethren to whom Bro. E. Allbon, 20, Sunnymede
Drive, Ilford, Essex, acts as Secretary. All com-
munications relative to the Fund should be sent to
Bro. Allbon. The sincere appreciation, in the Lord,
of these brethren go to all whose loving thought
makes the continuance of their work possible. They
continue in their privilege in confidence that while
the need persists, our Master will inspire His own
to meet that need.

On another page we print a short report of Bro.
H. Nadal’s recent visits to Germany. Many of our
readers are already acquainted with the work of
collecting and despatching food and clothing, to that
country, which is being carried on under our
brother’s direction. It will be a pleasure to give
details to anyone else who may be interested, if
such will write us with the request. Meanwhile
the report itself will, we hope, be of interest to all.

* * *

Will those interested please note price increase
in two American books?  Fulfilled prophecies
that prove the Bible ” and “ Seeing prophecy fulfilled
in Palestine” both by Davis, and published by the
Million Testaments Campaign, will in future cost
2/9d. each post free instead of 2/0d. as heretofore.
Both can be obtained from Welling.

Gone From Us
- -_*-'_-_—

Sister L. Aldridge (Ealing), 27th November, aged
84 years.

“Till the day break, and the shadows flee away.”

LONDON
MONTHLY MEETING

Saturday, 19th February, 1949
6.30—830 p.m.

In the Tudor Hall -
CAXTON HALL

Caxton Street, Westminster, S.W.1 |
5 mins. St. James Park Station and Victoria Street I

Praise and Worship :
Fellowship "

A talk on the Christian outlook for today
and an opportunity for questions ;

A Scriptural address by guest speaker . i'

Chairman: Bro. A. J. Lodge

Speakers: Bro. H. C. Thackway
Bro. T. Holmes

& sl
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THE TIMES OF THIS IGNORANCE
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A Study in
Divine Purposes

Chapter 2—Before the Deluge.

0O 0O RO T LA T

The times of man’s ignorance commenced very
shortly after the Fall. The Scriptures are very
brief in their account of those early days in human
history, but even in their brevity there is a great
deal of solid information, and the most important
characteristic of that age, man’s rapid descent into
sin and degradation, is clearly shown. To such
an extent had that downward course affected all
mankind that by the time of the Flood, something
in the region of two thousand years after the Fall,
it was recorded that “every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil, continually .
The original mental and moral image and likeness
of God that had been impressed upon the first
human beings at the time of their creation had
been almost entirely lost, and with that the know-
ledge of God had departed. Notwithstanding the
near-perfect physique and mighty intellectual
powers of the men of the antediluvian age, had God
not intervened at the time of the Flood the human
race would have very rapidly passed into extinction.
What seems at first sight to have been a merciless
massacre of helpless creatures and a renunciation
of the Divine purpose in creation was in fact the
only way by which human life could be preserved
on earth. The old wicked generation was removed
and a righteous remnant preserved alive whereby
a fresh start'might be made.

Mankind did not come to this sad pass all at
once. The process of degradation and sinking into
ignorance was a gradual one. There is really plenty
of evidence in the early part of Genesis that the
first few generations after the Fall consisted in the
main of godly men and that God was worshipped
in sincerity. Whilst the defection of Cain evidently
led his posterity into sinful ways more rapidly than
was the case with the other sons of Adam, even
Cain showed some reverence for God at the time
of punishment for his crime. And it is important
to notice that upon his banishment Cain “ went
out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt . . .
in the east of Eden”. (Gen. 4, 16.) It would
appear that the first human family still dwelt in
the “ presence ” of God, that is to say, with some
definite acknowledgment of His rule in their lives ;
that although sin had entered and begun its defiling
and corrupting work in their hearts and minds and
bodies, vet, despite the expulsion from Eden and
the measure of separation from God that accom-

EIFIFTITRRIRTETFI RO 1 R TR R BRI REATATA)
panied the Fall, the first human family continued
in acknowledgment of God and in a form of worship
before Him. So much is implied at least by the
fact that in the fulness of time both Cain and Abel
brought of the fruit of their labours an offering
to the Lord, an acknowledgment that all they had
achieved in life was due to Him and His bounty.
These early progenitors of our race were the ones
who preserved and handed down the story of Eden
and immediately subsequent events; the faithfulness
with which its dark shadows as well as its lighter
views have been recorded is evidence that those
who passed them on and wrote them down were
men who despite their sin-stricken condition had
reverence for God and a desire to serve Him still.
At the birth of Seth—which must have been after
Cain’s departure—Eve showed by her words her
personal faith in God, and still later on, in the
time of Enos the son of Seth, “men” says the
Chronicler “ began to call themselves by the name
of the Lord” (Gen. 4. 26 margin) as though only
then had apostasy from God become sufficiently
clearly marked that it became necessary for pious
men to proclaim themselves God-worshippers, as
distinct from the remaining, godless portion of the
human race.

The Cainite Lamech had two wives, an indication
that in his day, that of the sixth generation, know-
ledge of the original principles behind the institution
of marriage was being lost and those principles
violated. At much about the same time Enoch,
of the line of Seth, was especially noted for being
a God-fearing man. “ Enoch walked with God
. . . and God took Him ™. At that point the veil
drops over the Scripture record and nothing more
is revealed about the course of human history until
the time of the fallen angels and of the Flood,
events which terminated Time One of the “ Times
of Ignorance ”.

Scripture gives no indication of the date of this
angelic rebellion unless it be the rather vague
“ hundred and twenty years ” of Gen. 6. 3. Jewish
tradition placed the event in the days of Jared,
which might easily have been a thousand years
before the Deluge. It is difficult to believe that the
corrupting influence of the rebellious angels upon
mankind could have continued so long.  Jewish
tradition also represents men as crying to heaven
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for release from the oppression of the angels, and
sending to Enoch, in the mountain retreat to which
he had been translated by God, imploring him 10
intercede with God on their behalf. But there can
be no certainty’ as to the length of their disastrous
rule.

We leave the first thousand years of human
history, then, with the impression that men had
retained much of the original knowledge of God
imparted to their first parents in the garden, and
that . despite the entrance of sin and death there
was still the endeavour to worship and serve God.
Much of this may have been due to the personal
influence of the first pair. There is evidence that
both Adam and Eve retained their faith in God
for many centuries at least after the Fall, and in
all probability did all they could to implant that
faith in their children. There are only two recorded
utterances of Eve, but they are both significant.
At the birth of Cain, her first-born, she said (Gen.
4. 1) “I have acquired a man from the Lord ™.
There was acknowledgment of the sovereignty of
God in that word, and, perhaps, an expression of
faith in the original promise that God would one
day, by means of the seed of the woman, undo the
harm that had been caused by her sin. And this
conclusion is intensified when, many years later, a
hundred and thirty if the Hebrew chronology be
followed or two hundred and thirty if the Sep-
tuagint, Seth was born and Eve said “ God hath
appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom
Cain slew”. (Gen. 4. 25.) And here is an interest-
ing thing. Seth was born after the murder of Abel.
But Eve must have had other sons, not named in
the Scripture, between Abel and Seth, for Cain’s
fear was that “every one that findeth me will slay
me ”. There must have been a goodly number born
of Adam and Eve and grown to maturity during
that first hundred vears, before the birth of Seth.
How then did Eve come to know that it was of
Seth that the promised seed should come five or
six thousand years later, as we know the case proved
to be? Is it possible that Eve was in fact the first
of the prophets; that she, first of all, prophesied
concerning Christ? And if that is so, must she
not have been a godly woman, in the midst of her
fallen condition looking forward in faith to the day
when God should arise to make an end of sin?

There is less to go upon in the case of Adam,
but what there is, is' significant. It was P. J.
Wiseman, the archzologist, who pointed out some
years ago that the expression occurring some ten
times in Genesis “ This is the book of the
genevations of . . .” was the signature, so to speak,
of the actual and original writer of the preceding
portion. He asserted that, startling as the fact

may seem to be, the writer of Genesis chapters 2,
3 and 4 must have been Adam himself, the first
part of chap. 5 verse 1 being, as it were, bis
“signature . Now if these three chapters are in
fact from the hand of Adam, written at a late
stage in his life, certainly after the birth of Enos
the son of Seth (Gen. 4. 26) they constitute an
indication that Adam, like his wife, had remained
steadfast in his veneration for the God whose bounty
he had so misused in the early days.

But when, a millennium later, the curtain rises
on the stage already set for the great Flood, the
world presents a very different picture. God could
find only one righteous family in all that generation,
and all other flesh had corrupted its way upon
earth. Men were ten or twenty generations away
from Eden and the Fall; Adam and Eve had been
dead for nearly—perhaps more than—a thousand
years; and the story of Enoch, the righteous man
who disappeared from amongst men because God
had taken him, was already seven hundred years
old. To the men of the Deluge generation, Adam
was as far back as would be, to us, our own
legendary King Arthur with his knights of the
Round Table; Enoch as remote as William the
Congqueror, and the stories of those early days as
we now have them in Genesis, and the knowledge
and worship of God, was preserved only in the
family of Noah. Ignorance had come to the full,
men had built up a world replete with all that life
could offer in the way of indulgence and self-
gratification—we have no means of knowing to what
high degree of civilisation they had attained but
with their powerful physique and mighty intellects,
not so impaired by millenniums of progressive
degeneration as are ours, it must have been con-
siderable—and God was ruled out of all their
thoughts and all their actions. It was a time of
steady descent into every kind of sin with no sign
of release, and, because even the very idea of
repentance had not appeared, no possibility of
release. Peter tells us (2 Pet. 2. 5) that Noah was
a “ preacher of righteousness ”; it is evident that his
preaching was quite unheeded. The Flood came
and took them all away, without knowledge, without
hope, steeped in their sins, lost for ever . . . unless
God had devised a way of reclamation in some
coming day. It is in confidence that God has in
fact devised such a Plan that we see a world of
meaning in Paul’s words to the men of Athens.

Some persons follow the dictates of their con-
science only in the same sense in which a coachman
may be said to follow the horse he is driving.

Whateley.
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Eventide

“So he bringeth them unto their desired haven”
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How greatly different from that of other men
was the attitude of Jesus to popular acclaim!
Which of the many leaders of Jewish thought would
have opposed or curbed the rapidly rising tide of
eager sentiment to make him king, as Jesus did?
Had they no good cause for this? Even in mighty
Rome he who could bring in the grain—thus ensuring
ample food—could always count upon the approval
of the multitude for his Imperatorship. But hers
in Israel was One who, without ships or Egypt’s
stores at his command, could multiply “ the little ”
into “much”, and feed from a mere handful of
bread the insistent needs of a hungry multitude.
No Imperial Casar, even in mighty Rome, had
attempted, at any time, to do a thing like that!
Surely therefore, more than any occupant of the
Roman throne, Jesus seemed to be a man born to be
a King!—so the people thought.

Israel had been fed with bread once before—
fed in its passage through a wilderness. Messiah,
when He came (so the Rabbis said) would do this
again, but on a far surpassing scale. Moses—so
they assumed—had for many years provided bread
unceasingly; Messiah would do all this and more,

When therefore Jesus sought to drive home the -

deeper meaning of the miraculous supply of food,
the eager multitude gave voice to this Rabbiniz
expectation when they said “ Evermore give us this
bread ”. Accepting His correction that God, not
Moses, gave the former bread, and the assertion
that God would give “bread ” yet again “to give
life to the world ”, their immediate response was
“ Sir, let the provision begin right now, and let it
never cease ”. (John 6. 25-34.)

How completely earth-bound and immediate was
their concern! Bread, in plenty, and at no cost
—such was their expectation now! Having once
been fed to satisfaction’s full content, might this
not now go on unceasingly forevermore? Before
a Provider-King like that the whole wide world
would soon be on its knees, and Judea, not Rome,
would rule the world!

But Jesus could not foster expectations like that.
He had not come to be the world’s Provider-King,
as yet—and hence had need to “choke off ” this
expectant following. Lifting His explanations 1o
a higher plane Jesus then went on to say “I am
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that bread of life . . . I am the living bread which
came down from heaven; if any eat of this bread
he shall live for ever . . .” That was a conundrum
they could not solve. “ How shall this man give
us his flesh to eat?” they asked. To further in-
tensify  their mystification ~ Jesus then said,
“. . . except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood ye have no life in you”. In
this first shadowy enunciation of Memorial truth
Jesus showed how greatly His mission in the earth
exceeded their utmost thought.

Thereupon, with no more easy bread " forth-
coming, many of these followers turned away and
forsook Him. After all, He was not an ideal man
for a King: why then waste more time over Him?
“From that time many of His disciples went back
and walked no more with Him ™ (v. 66). Turning
now to the twelve Jesus said “ Will ye also go
away?” “ To whom can we go, Lord?” was Peter’s
reply for them all. “ Thou hast the words of eternal
life.” The Baptist was dead; his former disciples
could not go back to him; there was no other
teacher in Israel to whom they could go; moreover
they had believed and were sure that only He was
the Holy One of God.

There is a pathos and depth in that heart-felt
response—a response which has leaped from count-
less hearts as the centuries have passed! When
the great crises of life have fallen over saintly souls,
and great decisions have confronted them, the same
deep need has shaped the same response. Mighty
nations may rise—and fall; gifted men may come
—and go; times of plenty give place to times of
want; amidst it all there has been but One sure
retreat, but One unfailing Friend. When the fairer
prospects of life have suffered blight, and chilling
frosts have nipped earth’s fairest blooms, when
friends have failed, and even loved ones turned false,
the language of the lonely has ever been the same.
“To whom else can I turn, O Lord, but Thee ?
Who, like Thee, can satisfy life’s deepest needs ?

We, too, in the deepening chaos of this tur-
bulent world, have our needs of Him intensified
every passing day. Thousands walk no more with
Him, but have turned away for lack of understand-
ing of the Heavenly Bread. Openly they oft deride
Him whom we love, blatantly they ask for “ pie”
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not in the “sky ” but on the earth; for to-day, not
for another day. What shall I say when the
Saviour turns to me? Shall I also go away? Nay,
Lord, for
“I need Thee every hour, most precious Lord,
* No tender voice like Thine can peace afford.
“I need Thee every hour, stay Thou near by,
Temptations lose their power when Thou art
nigh.
“I need Thee every hour, in joy or pain,
' With me, dear Lord, abide, or life is vain.
“1 need Thee every hour. Teach me Thy Will
And Thy rich promises in me fulfil.

“I need Thee, oh I need Thee, every hour 1
need Thee,

O bless me now, my Saviour, I come to Thee.”
With every closing day let us turn inwards unto
Him and say with all our heart

“Thou, O Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find.”
While others turn away and walk no more with
Him, let the language of our deepest néed say yet
again,
“ Now none but Christ can satisfy,
None other Name for me,
There’s love and life and lasting joy
Lord fesus, found in Thee.”
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“OF WHAT SPIRIT ?”

A THOUGHT FOR
THE MONTH
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“ Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world.” (Jas. 1. 27.)

There is a very manifest tendency in these days
of extremes to lay the emphasis upon that aspect
of the Christian calling for which one has a
preference and to ignore that which does not suit
one’s own taste. There are, it may be, three types
of those who “ profess and call themselves Chris-
tians ”, in any sect or group, as though we might
define them the Professional, the Pious and the
Practising. They have their distinguishing charac-
teristics which separate them the one from the other,
and each a varying degree of usefulness in the
Lord’s cause, but one of the three is the more likely
to learn the lessons of life and to be fitted for the
future work of the Church than are the others.

The Professional Christian places his church or
sect foremost, upholding it and its institutions and
its traditions, right or wrong. He is not usually
conspicuous for his knowledge of the Scriptures or
his appreciation of the call to discipleship, but he
is well-informed on. affairs of the day, details of
current events, and those things which have to do
with church activities, social interests, youth wel-
fare, and so on. The Church is, to him, a con-
venient background for table tennis parties and
whist drives, and the presiding minister a useful
contact to give “tone” to whatever is being done.
If he ever had studied the Bible to satisfy himself
as to the basis of his faith it was a long time ago
and he is more concerned mow with keeping the
church attendance up to normal and its finances in
a sound condition. He has never heard—or never
heeded—the call to consecration, and the phrase

“a covenant by sacrifice ” means nothing to him.
He knows a lot about this world but very little
about the next. That does not worry him, for all
his interests and ideas are wrapped up with the
things of this world, and the hidden Christ is only
a historical figure, the long-since-dead founder of
the institution which he himself to-day actively sup-
ports. Of the coming of Jesus to establish an
earthly Kingdom he may have heard, but if so he
has given so fantastic an idea no credence. If such
an event did happen he would of course quickly
accommodate himself to the new situation and say,
importantly, to his new leader, “ Lord, Lord, in
Thy name I have done many wonderful works . . .”

The Pious Christian is of different stamp. His
Christianity is to him a very intimate and personal
thing, a means by which he may attain his own
salvation but not an instrument wherewith to in-
fluence his fellows, the “ world ”, outside. He holds
tenaciously to the Scriptural truth that God has
appointed a future day in the which He will deal
with the world of men, and is not disturbed there-
fore if little or none of the light he possesses reaches
them now. As often as not he lays considerable
emphasis on the acquisition of knowledge and the
desirability of Scriptiral research for its own sake,
and is therefore a keen student of the Scriptures,
and an expert in matters of prophetic interpretation.
He is intensely—and sincerely—devotional, attach-
ing supreme importance to personal Christian ex-
perience, to the inward sense of the indwelling Holy
Spirit and the consciousness and confidence of sal-
vation. He has heard the call to consecration and
counts himself a footstep follower of the Lord Jesus;
but his solicitude for his own spiritual welfare and
perhaps that of his immediate fellow-believers ex-
cludes in great degree any thought for the interests,
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spiritual or material, of humanity in general
Scorning and despising “ the flesh ”, and this life
and world and all that is in it, he looks only to
the next life and next world, waiting with some
impatience for the day when he can mest his Lord
and say “Lord, we kave eaten ecnd drunk in Thy
presence, and thow hast teught in our streets . ..”

Apart from both these is the Practising Christian,
the one who has made his faith a personal thing
and goes on from that to make his Christianity
effective in the world. He is separated from men
by his consecration but associated with the world
for his service, service to fellow-men which is also
service to God. He is a light in the world, showing
outwardly an illumination which is all-pervading
within.. He holds forth the bread of life, bread
which he himself has received from the One Who
gives living bread from heaven. His service is
according to his ability and opportunity, but it is
always a service that conveys to other men some-
thing of the good that he himself has received, and
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“IN LIKE MANNER”

shows them something of the life that he himself
lives in Christ. To him Christianity is a way of
life, and every aspect of life has to be shaped and
controlled by the faith for which he stands. He
has learned to effect the proper division between
outward works and inward piety, between service
for this world and preparation for the next, and
in so doing he is becoming well fitted for appoint-
ment to the exalted position of joint-heir with
Christ, a Priest and King, for the world-wide work
of the next Age. It was of such that the Saviour
declared they were to be in the world but not of
the world: the Professional Christian is IN the
world and OF the world: the Pious Christian is
NOT IN the world and NOT OF the world:
neither of these is the injunction left us by our
Lord. “IN the world but NOT OF the world ”
is His ideal, and the only position that can earn
His commendation at the end “ Well done, thou
good and faithful servamt : enter thou into the joy
of thy lord ™.
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A BIBLE STUDY
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“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven ? this same Fesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1. 11.)

An important text, this, when the manner of our
Lord’s return is being considered. The authority
of the heavenly messengers cannot be questioned;
they were certainly commissioned by God to convey
this message to the disciples. The words them-
selves are clear and unambiguous. There is nothing
of a symbolic or metaphorical nature about them;
they have a positive and definite ring. We do well
therefore to give this brief but vital passage some
careful thought, for it contains doctrinal teaching
of considerable moment. ’

It is well to recall fundamental principles at the
outset. We hold as essential to an orderly under-
standing of the Divine Plan that our Lord Jesus
Christ, since His resurrection from the dead on the
third day, is no longer man. His humanity He
gave on the Cross, as He said, for the life of the
world. The Father highly exalted Him, giving
Him a name which is above every name and setting
Him at His own right hand. In this we perceive
the Scriptural teaching that our Lord, who “laid
aside ” the glory which He had with the Father
before the world was, for the suffering of death,
at His resurrection took again that glory and entered
into the splendour of spirit being. From then He
was “the Lord that Spirit”, pre-eminent among
the spiritual hosts of Heaven, and like them in-

visible to human sight, except as He might choose
to reveal Himself in temporary human guise, as
He did in the “appearances” during the time
between His resurrection and His ascension. But
the “ gardener”, or the “stranger”, whom the
disciples saw on those occasions, was not the real
Christ, Whom they could not look upon with mortal
eyes and still live. What they did see was an out-
ward frame of flesh and clothes adopted for the
occasion, as did Daniel and Manoah and Abraham
and others who in their own time similarly held
converse with messengers from the spiritual world.
The Lord Jesus at His Return comes in the full
glory of His spiritual being and is not visible to
human eyes unless it be in the same way that
Gabriel appeared to Daniel (Dan. 8. 15) and to
Mary (Luke 1. 26).

Is this what the angels meant when they said
He would return “in like manner ” ? In discussing
this question the background of the incident must
be considered.

The disciples were still in almost complete
ignorance of their Master’s plans. They just could
not realise that the age-old hope of Messiah’s King-
dom, to follow immediately upon His Advent, was
not to be fulfilled. After His death those hopes
had been dashed but now that they had become
convinced of the fact of His resurrection the old
expectations revived. They had asked Him now if,
at this time, He was about to restore again the
Kingdom to Israel; for He was talking about their
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tarrying in Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit and
that reminded them of His earlier words when He
had said that He Himself must go away and the Com-
forter, the Holy Spirit, come in His place. And
then He had led them out to the Mount of Olives,
given His parting injunction, blessed them, and
before their amazed eyes visibly ascended into the
heavens and disappeared from sight. At that
moment they surely stood in need not only of en-
lightenment but also, sorely, of comfort and en-
couragement. This was a second and final crushing
of all their immediate hopes. They knew now that
He had gone; all their rosy dreams dissolved into
nothingness.

“Ye men of Israel . . . this same Fesus . . .
shall so come . . .” From the time those words
fell upon their ears there is no evidence or in-
dication of further doubt or disappointment. They
went back to Jerusalem and took up their life’s
work. No more do we hear of frustrated hopes
or uncomprehending minds. The answer to the
enigma lay in those words and the disciples were
perplexed no longer. What was it the angels really
did say?

The earliest extant manuscripts of the Book of
Acts are in Greek, It is likely that Luke wrote
the book originally in Greek, for he was an educated
man of his day. But the words used by the angels
would be Aramaic, the common language of the
peasantry and the language habitually used by Jesus.
If Luke did write in Greek, and since he was not
present at the time, he must of necessity have chosen
that Greek expression which corresponded most
nearly to the form of Aramaic words which the eye-
witnesses transmitted to him as those that were used
at the time.

The phrase that he selected to convey the sense
of the central and most important feature of the
verse, determining the meaning of the whole, and
which is rendered in the A.V. “in like manner ™,
is one that derives in the first place from the
motion of the heavenly bodies across the sky, and
their regular return in their allotted paths: of the
sun in its course along the ecliptic, and of the
planets in their orbits. “Hon tropon™ has the
significance of a thing being done in a manner or
fashion already established, and expected to follow
in regular sequence. The idea behind it is that
of the sun returning along its accustomed path after
having gone out of sight at its setting—the same
sun, and not another: the'same path, and not
another. (It is the same Greek root-word trope
that gives us our English word “ tropics ”, the zone
around the Equator above which lies the sun’s
apparent path throughout the varying seasons of the
year.) In the New Testament—and in the Greek

Old Testament also—the same expression is used
to indicate similarity between two related things.
Some consideration of a few such texts will show
that the assurance “ This same Fesus which is taken
inta heaven shall so come in like manmer as ye
have seen him go into heaven ™ is indicative of the
certainty that s He had gone into heaven, so truly
would He come back again, as assuredly as the sun
ccmes back on its accustomed course in the morning
after sinking out of sight the previous night. In the
following examples “ hon tropon "—in like manner
—is shown in italics.

Acts 7. 28. Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest
the Egyptian yesterday?”
Acts 15. 11. “We believe . .

saved, even as they.”

Acts 27. 25. “I believe God, that it shall be even
as it was told me.”

2 Tim 3. 8. “ Now as Jannes and Jambres with-
stood Moses, so do these resist the truth.”

An example from the Apocrypha,

2 Mace. 15. 39. “ As wine mingled with water 1s
pleasant . . . even so speech finely framed
delighteth the ears.”

From the Greek Old Testament (the Septuagint).

Exod. 4. 13. “ For whereas ye have seen the Egyp-
tians to-day, ye shall see them no more again for
ever.”

Psa. 42. 1. “ As the hart panteth after the water-
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.”

Obad. 16. “As ye have drunk upon my holy
mountain, so shall the heathen drink continually.”

Surely these examples show very clearly that the
angels’ meaning was, not necessarily that Jesus is
to come in the same outward guise and fashion as
He went, ie, in form and attire like a man,
descending visibly out of a cloud upon the Mount
of Olives, buf, rather, that even as He has gone
into_heaven, so_surely"will He come again. It was
this that made all the difference to %Be disciples
when they returned from the Mount on that memor-
able day. The certainty of His returri jwas as the
certainty of His going. They knew He had gone;
there was no doubt about that. Just so certainly,
they were assured, He would come. His going was

. that we shall be

_the guarantee of His returning. 4s He has gone,
so_shall He come. The manner of that coming

is defined very#ully in other Scriptures; the angels
were not concerned to describe that. Their mission
was to sustain tottering faith, and it was discharged
by this word of encouragement and assurance that
they gave to the little group standing there on the
top of the mountain, a positive declaration of the
certitude of His return. “ As truly as He has gone
into heaven, so truly will He come again™.
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FRATERNAL FELLOWSHIP

An appeal for sincerity and consistency.
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From the testimony of the Scriptures and from
the records of observed human conduct, it is
apparent that the desire for fellowship is inherent
in the mind of man. There is a corresponding
increase in this urge for companionship according to
individual and collective harmony with the Creator
and His'laws. This should be manifestly true of
those who probe the intellectual and spiritual
realms, but it is not always apparent from the
history of God’s people through the ages. God’s
pronouncement soon after the creation of man, that
it was not good for him to live alone, is a universal
principle proven over and over again by a careful
examination of the inspired Word. Yet the very
ones who should have borne witness to this as
further reiterated by Jesus and His apostles, have
been those communities which time out of number
have -been cleft by the power of faction and strife.
Upon the present generation of God’s people has
come the last lingering opportunity to exemplify
this 'wonderful spirit of communion even among
imperfect men, before God intervenes and changes
the whole order of society. How will the remaining
members of the Church face this problem and this
privilege of the Last Day?

The study of the development of the various
civilisations recorded in the Old Testament and
secular accounts is very interesting and instructive,
as illustrated by the work of Sir Flinders Petrie
and other eminent archzologists, but for the present
study, a few examples taken from the history of
God’s chosen nation will suffice.  There are a
number of instances where the partnership of two
holy souls seem to have been used for a particular
work of God, and not least among these was that
of the two ral brothers, Moses and Aaron. Each
was brilliant in his own sphere of intellect, and
by co-operating with his brother was able to accom-
plish a great work on God’s behalf. The one, a
profound thinker and skilful leader—the other a
great orator, capable of addressing the royalty and
nobility amid the splendour of the court of Egypt,
and later of organising the ceremony and ritual of
Israel’s priesthood. This tremendous intellectual
combination was overpowered by the influence of
Almighty God to withstand the might of one of the
ancient world’s most wonderful empires, and
together they led a nation of over two million
persons from the Nile basin for many miles east-

wards. How often did those two great minds con-
sult together, during the long trek, seeking Jehovah’s
guidance, acknowledging each other’s abilities. Such
a task is without equal in the whole history of
mankind, but what might not be accomplished even
here and now, if there was more loving co-operation
between the members of the great priesthood of
Melchisedec ?

The love existing between David and Jonathan,
although such a classic example of friendship,
cannot be passed over without some reference.
These two young men were by natural birth
diametrically opposed. They were of different tribes
of Israel, Jonathan, the young prince, was heir to
his father’s throne. Yet no shade of pride marred
the happiness of their companionship, for David,
the rugged, humble shepherd boy, who in the course
of time became the national warrior hero, and
prospective king in Jonathan’s place, was just the
youthful partmer for the refined product of the
Hebrew court. Jealousy found no place in their
hearts, as it would if anything but the spirit of
their God had ruled them. It is not hard to
imagine this noble pair, as they delighted in each
other’s company, travelling over hill and dale,
sharing each other’s blessings and sorrows, chiding
yet tolerant of each other’s faults, moulding the
character of him who was to be Israel’s greatest
earthly king. Without delving deeper into the story,
can we reflect upon the kindling joy which would
be exhibited more, if those who are training to sit
on David’s throne could dispense with proud,
envious thoughts?

Yet one further illustration of fellowship between
characters of the Old Testament has our attention
in Elijah and Elisha. Maybe, as the latter was
growing from boyhood into youth, and saw the
rebellious, sinful nation, which was under covenant
with God, he longed to help the ageing prophet
with the work of reform. His young heart yearned
to tell forth the message of repentance, and we may
expect that he was oft to be found at Elijah’s feet,
gleaning all that he could of the words of life that
went so unheeded by that stiff-necked race. Can
we see Elijah gradually discerning that his task
was nearly over and that the young man who, when
conditions permitted, followed him everywhere, was
to be his successor? What thoughts arose in' his
mind regarding Elisha who might at any time sud-
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denly appear in-the lime light, while Elijah must
steadily decline into old age? It would seem from
the narrative that the older recognised the need of
the younger—that he realised the day was coming
when he should hand on the torch of truth to
another, and “ envy of his precocious junior ” would
hardly enter the seer’s mind. What would have
been the effect on Spiritual Israel if every servant
of the Lord during the present age had recognised
his responsibility to the next generation? Thus this
great man of God, by granting companionship to
Elisha, gradually fitted him for a work that was
mightier and more majestic than he, Elijah, had
been commissioned to do. His task had paved the
way for Elisha’s victorious life. (2 Kings 2.)

The lessons that are to be learned from the
great stories of Israel could be recounted again and
again, and never exhausted, but they can be left
for other considerations—suffice it that the Holy
Scriptures of ancient Israel contain lessons which
we might beneficially incorporate into the code of
conduct of our own community. (Romans 15. 4.)
Old and young, rich and poor, weak and strong
must all find their place in the Church of God,
if full advantage is to be taken of the opportunities
that our Father has provided for His children, with
each not only realising the necessity of the service
of every other member of the Body of Christ, and
esteeming others higher than themselves, but finding
that great joy which results from “ dwelling together
in unity V. (Psalm 133; Ephesians 4. 16.)

The advent of the “ only Begotten of the Father ”
upon the earth, however, gave a somewhat different
complex to the subject and indeed enhanced the
whole idea of human relationships, for in leoking
to God as a Father, a deeper relationship came
through Him. In Israel, they had just been feliow-
servants, but now they were linked to God by
sacred ties of begettal, and therefore were under
obligation 10 acknowledge the link between each
other.  Jesus was pleased to call His disciples
“ brother  or “sister ” and desired that they should
do likewise, each to the other. His tender, spotless
heart must often have twinged with pain as He
saw them wrangling and quarrelling among them-
selves, like the babies of a human family, without
exhibiting the traits of maturity. How His sen-
sitive nature would be touched as He saw them
slowly grasp the lessons of brotherly love, a rule
of life hitherto strange to most of those between
whom no earthly relationship existed. Can we not
see them going forth in the work of bearing the
message, two by two, anxious to bring honour to
their beloved Master’s name, and of telling to the
“man in the street” something of the great truths
they had learned of Him. Do we think that His

instructions lacked concerning the care with which
they should look after each other? Surely no, for
in later days He was 1o speak to them concerning
their love for each other being the distinctive “ hall-
mark ” from the world. (John 13. 36.) Then came
the stinging blow to His labours among them, for
throughout His ministry He had urged them “in
honour prefer one another ”, and at the very eve
of His death they were arguing as io who should
have the chief seats at table. Do you think He
questioned them upon the implications of the
various covenants as He gently washed their aching
feet? Were the doctrinal disputes allowed by the
weary “ Elder Brother  as they sat at the last meal
of which He was to partake? His one thought was
to encourage and exhort them, and to bring home
to their obdurate minds the lessons of unity and
oneness in Him, that they, by developing characters
like unto His own, would one day share the greater
fellowship of similar nature in the Divine sphere.

One of the most prominent features of the New
Testament writers was in continuing the work of
their Lord, to promote the fellowship of the brethren
in Christ. It was not an easy task for the Apostles
to imbue the early church with the spirit of the
Master spoken of in 1 Peter 1. 22. The love of
Christ was such that He was willing to lay down
His life for their sakes, and now, in accordance
with His words, they were to do likewise. It was
nct a trivial thing for Jew to love Gentile, nor for
poor to love rich, but now united in Jesus how
could they forbear to honour His command? Yet
the need for repetition was apparently great, and
forceful arguments were necessary in order that the
lesson should be driven home. Among the many
recorded letters of Paul there seems only one to
whom he could write without a warning against
unbrotherly conduct. The  church established so
soon after their Lord’s ascension was indeed a won-
derful community, in which it would appear that
the love Jesus commissioned his followers ro exhibit
one toward another abounded to the uttermost.
Alas! how quickly they forgot the  parting ex-
hortation of Jesus, and how rapidly they allowed
the spirit of the old nature, with the shadow of
sectarianism, to becloud their heavenly vision. Unto
Rome, Paul needs write concerning judging other
brethren, reminding them of the blessed privilege
of the stronger aiding the weaker. This great
Christian philosopher, having set forth a long doc-
trinal treatise, realised that many to whom he was
writing would find difficulty in understanding all
that he had said, therefore in chapter 15, verses 5
and 6 he bids them to adopt that Godlike quality
of patience and consolation one toward another.
Turning to his letters to the Church at Corinth
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we find a condition in the church that has been
prevalent throughout the Gospel Age. What havoc
pride of leadership caused to the early believers in
Greece, and what wreck has it made of the Christian
faith to many, even unto the present day. The
failure to recognise Christ alone as the supreme
guide of the church, and the desire to have an
earthly leader in His place, caused Paul to write
at length concerning the ministry and its effect on
the fellowship of the members of Christ. Instead
of brotherly kindness prompting their words and
actions, rivalry and carnality in its worst forms had
arisen among them. The treatment given to the
subject in the second letter indicates that at least
the lessons had been learned in part, but Paul,
knowing the elements of the old nature were still
among them, reminds them in chapter 5, verses
14-17, of the vitalising basis of their standing in
Christ, that not of their own intellects or goodness
were they admitted into the Divine family, but
through the love of Jesus which henceforth must
be the influence which binds their hearts together
into one community.

Thus such a rough analysis could continue into
all the writings of Paul and his fellow journalists,
but like so many intriguing phases of this subject,
it must await the scrutiny of other researches. This
one theme, however, is manifest in all the New
Testament epistles, that reliance upon the earthly
methods and worldly ambitions, the return to the
naturally human attitude towards the lives of others,
could have but one effect upon the children of God
—the undermining of their faith in Christ’s ransom
sacrifice and of their love cne for another. Only
to the grand little corner of God’s vineyard at
Philippi, could the Gentile evangelist write in full
terms of appraisement. They alone had caught the
richness of Divine® affection and to them only he
was able to open his heart and speak of the choicest
things of the spiritual realm. What joy it gave
the great Apostle that they had rejoiced in the
fraternal love of the Anointed, and how he must
have longed that other Christian communities might
emulate them.

What effect has all this upon the church who
remain in the flesh in the closing years of its earthly
sojourn? Are there not some lessons here that we
could learn which would help to strengthen our
fellowship, that would make us more fitted to
dwell with our Lord and with each other during
the ages of eternity? Let us briefly review our
position as Christians. We were consecrated from
the world to the service of God, and by His spirit
of holiness we were begotten unto a lively hope.
Steadily the light of our Father’s Word shone upon
our pathway and gradually His purpose for the race

was revealed. In adoration, praise and worship our
lives were set apart for His service, and we began
to delight in the company of fellow pilgrims. In
fact Peter’s words in the opening chapter of his
first epistle, verse 22, became a wonderful reality,
and in all sincerity we loved our brothers and sisters
in Christ. But as the years went by, hope some-
times remained unfulfilled and the “ pure heart
fervently ” became an empty dream; instead of
hearts welding into solidarity they drifted apart,
and lost the first love for each other. For centuries
only a few faithful Christians held fast to the faith
in Christ Jesus, until one after another, the
Reformation leaders came and gathered a little band
of true believers. Upon the death of each reformer,
the old dogmas returned, not with such forcefulness
as hitherto, but sufficiently to spoil the family spirit
which is the heritage of God’s children. Thus our
own fellowship has fallen for the same fate, for
as with each other little movement of Christian
endeavour, there have been those who have sacri-
ficed the bonds of love in the Lord for the sectarian
spirit of bondage and the creedal barriers which
have caused strife and envyings. Ominous signs
in world history portend that ere long the days of
the Church will be over for ever, and the oppor-
tunity for fallen human beings to lift themselves
above the stricken world and to exhibit to each
other the spirit of the Master, will be passed for
ever. Again we humbly place the challenge—can
we, while yet the surging billows of trouble are
gathering momentum, and the clouds of trouble
darken our very sky, can we as brethren overcome
the fleshly imperfections and look at each other as
Jesus would have us do, after the spirit?

As we turn the pages of the sacred Scriptures,
we see reiterated in the words of the Apostles James,
John and Peter, the same theme of brotherly affec-
tion that Paul emphasises so much. Like Paul,
they are not content to place before their readers
inanimate facts, but exhort, nay, they plead with
those early Christian brethren to give all heed to
putting into practice the principles of the Divine
family. The thoughts which the “ beloved ” Apostle
gives expression to in 1 John 3. 14-19, seem to be
the pith of this practical love, and he shows how
that those who claim to know the truths of the
Gospel, must demonstrate it among themselves.
What use will a head knowledge of the “ presence
of our Lord” be, if we have failed to recognise
His abiding presence in our midst, the unseen guest
in our studies, the unnoticed member of our family
circle? Surely the grandest way of expressing our
belief in the sharing of the sufferings of Christ is
to lay down our little all for our brethren. Indeed,
John says that this is how we may perceive the
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love of God in our hearts, if we willingly spend
our time, talent and possessions for those of like
faith. Can we claim to be obeying this precept if
we never see our brethren when although we have
ample opportunity, we deliberately refuse to fellow-
ship with them.

Finally the unknown writer to the Hebrew Chris-
tians gives us an admonition upon which we can,
if faithful to our vows of consecration, hardly fail
to act. (Hebrews 10. 24 & 25.) Shall it ever be
said of us that we come under that class of “as
the manner of some is> ? The days of cliques
and groups in our fellowship must be brought to
a close, or may be, those whom we have described
as being “in darkness ” will yet win the crown by
their simple acts of love to their brethren. Let us,
brethren, give all diligence to add to our faith,
brotherly kindness; let us become used to the com-
pany and fellowship of those whom God has been
pleased to call “ Sons”, and thus the old rancour
of difference of opinion will fade as harmony is
reached in quiet humble research and loving heart
to heart conversation regarding godly things. The
days of dread and fear are coming upon the earth,
and the words of the Master concerning the last
days are being fulfilled before our eyes. Shall we
even now spare efforts to aid our brethren in making
their calling and election . sure? Before the
“ abundant entrance ” is reached we must learn to
tread the pathway of thorns together, hearts linked

in heavenly union, as joyfully we press forward to
the prize of the High Calling.

What a prospect lies before us, “ completed union
with our beloved Lord ! Soon with all the Sons
of Glory we shall dwell with the Father and fellow-
ship with Him and His dear Son, perfectly forever.
Fellowship with them is possible now, although
limited to our frail nature, but this is enhanced
a thousand fold by communion with those who are
treading the same pathway, and who have the same
goal. Let us look forward in happy anticipation
to the complete family Circle in the Divine nature,
for “it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but
we know that when he shall appear we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is ”.

“ Love is the filling from one’s own, another’s cup.

Love is a daily laying down and taking up:

A choosing of the stony path through each new day

That other feet may tread with ease a smoother way.

Love is not blind, but looks abroad through aother
eyes;

And asks not ‘Must 1 give? but ‘May I sacrifice?’

Love hides its grief, that other hearts and lips
may sing,

And burdened walks, that other lives may buoyant
wing.

Brother, hast thou a love like this within thy soul ?

'Twill change thy name to saint when thou dost
reach thy goal”
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The Horns of the Altar
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How delightfully stirring to the fervent Christian
soul are the words of this beautiful Psalm. And
what deep searching thoughts they provoke! Com-
posed by one of the sweet singers of Israel in the
days long gone by, and spoken in such wise that
they seem to refer to his own times, yet how much
deeper meaning there is in them, when the Holy

Spirit illuminates them, in the mouth of our Lord -

Jesus. “ The stone which the builders refused is
become the head-stone of the corner.”’

How much more important they become in His
mouth than in the Psalmist’s. If these words were
written following the return from Babylon, and just
after the rebuilding of the Temple, how beautifully
descriptive this may be of one particular stone,
seemingly out of place everywhere in the temple
walls, and thus refused and rejected by the builders,
until the temple is all but finished—and lo, when
the topmost row is being laid, the ungainly stone

Meditation on
Psalm 118. 27

finds a place as the head-stone of one of the corners.
Such a state of things might more easily come
about when “ re-building ” a temple, from the piled-
up debris of a former structure, than on erecting
an original structure.

And then, next in order, after the erection of
the Temple would come the dedication and the
subsequent sacrifices.  * Bind the sacrifice with
cords, even to the horns of the Altar ”—that would
be the language of true devotion, so soon as the
Temple had become the Sanctuary and Dwelling-
place of the Lord their God.

But the Holy Spirit has made deeper use of these
words than that of a mere eye-witness of the re-
dedication services of a rebuilt Temple.

The Word of God shows Jesus to be the Stone,
which, rejected by the Jewish polity-builders, will
eventually become the Head Stone of the Corner,
when the Lord rebuilds the walls of Zion.
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After extorting from their own lips God’s judg-
ment upon the unfaithful husbandmen (Matt. 21.
41), He asks them “ Did ye never read the Scrip-
tures ‘ The stone which the builders rejected is
become the head of the corner; this is the Lord’s
doing and it is marvellous in owr eyes’” (v. 42).

The Apostle Peter gives us valuable aid in iden-
tifying both the “ Stone  and the rejectors thereof,
when he writes “ To whom coming . . . a living
stone, disallowed of men, but chosen of God and
precious” (1 Pet. 2. 4). )

Jesus was that stone in the primary sense, whom
the Jewish builders rejected.

In the secondary and larger sense, it was a
Spiritual Messiah (or Christ) over which they
stumbled and were disobedient. They looked for
a Messiah in the flesh. Unlike Paul, they never
came 1o say “ Though we have known Christ after
the flesh, yet henceforth know we him no longer™
(2 Cor. 5. 16). Paul had once looked for Christ
after the flesh—a human Christ—yet henceforth
because his eyes had been opened he was now look-
ing for a New Creature Christ—a spiritual Messiah.
That Stone of Stumbling, the stone which the
builders rejected, was Jesus!

Thus Psalm 118 in its deeper sense is a Psalm
descriptive of Jesus as the Christ, and incidentally
of all those who are baptised into Him. That gives
us our bearings then for applying the binding of
the Sacrifice to the horns of the Altar. Behind the
earthly sacrifices of bulls and goats or other victims
which were laid on the Altar, there is a picture
of the better sacrifices, and of the antitypical altar
of sacrifice.

Now let us remember, in the first place, that
whatsoever was placed on the altar was devoted to
God. Either it was to be utterly consumed by fire;
or a portion was burnt, and another portion was
reserved for the priest; or a third measure, a portion

was burnt, and another taken by the priest, and’

still another taken and consumed by the offerer
himself.

The fire consumed God’s portion in some cases,
the fire and the priest (who was God’s representative)
did so in others, and when the offerer took a portion
it was as the guest of God. Now all these means
of disposing of the sacrifice shows how exclusive
the claims of the Altar were. “ Behold Israel after
the flesh, are not they which eat of the sacrifices
partakers of the Altar?” (1 Cor. 10. 18) which
means that that which is devoted to God, and placed
on the altar, is no longer to be accounted of common
use. Whosoever thereafter partakes thereof, is made
holy thereby. It would be accounted sacrilege of
the grossest kind, and lay the offender open to the
severest penalties, to take of such altar-flesh, and

use it improperly or when unclean. Everything that
was devoted to God, whether of necessity, as in
sin-offerings, or of free-will, as in thank-offerings
was brought in whole, or in part, to the Altar. In
placing such sacrifice on the Altar, it was, as it
were, placing it in God’s hands, which were
accounted open and outstretched to take it and to
receive it

“Given to God ” was the all-pervading thought
in the mind of everyone who brought his “ gift ”
to the Altar.

This aspect of Israel’s altar—or rather God’s
Altar among Israel—shows us how serious and
solemn a matter it is to approach and present a
gift (or other sacrifice) to the Most High God. It
was a unique favour indeed to be permitted to do
this. To approach the presence of Majesty and
offer a gift worthy of a King is accounted a great
honour among men. How much greater honour 1o
approach Eternal Majesty and ask Him to accept
and utilise something which poor, imperfect
grovellers in human flesh may wish to offer Him,
to be used in His service. Many men link them-
selves up with earthly movements, and count it an
honour to do so, if royalty bestows its patronage
or approval upon the movement. Now think of
God’s “ movement "—that is, His Plan of the Ages,
His Plan of Redemption—and who, with love and
charity in his heart for his fellow-men in adversity,
but would rejoice to have a part, if only a little
part in that great work? Ah, yes! that would be
easy if it took place just because of humanitarian
impulses—if it were a matter of joining in with
God in “doing something spectacular "—of doing
something for angels and men to see!

But God’s way is not just that way. He is not
asking junior members or partners to join His
“firm”—He is most certainly seeking co-
workers”, but He is not giving them “ a seat on the
board ”. They are not invited to be “ co-directors ”
with Him in His programme, but are working with
Him, because He works “in them ™ to “ will and
to do of His good Pleasure ”. They do not work
with Him  “automatically "—that is, non-
intelligently—but they have their intelligence, as
well as their hands, directed by Him.

God requires the complete surrender of the whole
being—heart, mind, soul and strength—to His
Sovereign Will—and for this surrender, the Altar
is the symbol. The Altar stands for the full con-
sumption and absorption of all placed thereon. Only
ash remained when the fire had done its work. In
eating the part allorted to him, the priest was only
sharing with the Altar. And it is because God
interposes the Altar between Himself (and His
works) and those who would like to “lend Him a
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hand ”, that so few ever reach the position of being
“co-workers ” together with Him. Blessings un-
speakable and favours innumerable flow to others,
throught those whom God does accept into “co-
workership , but He bestows His gifts through none
who are afraid of, or who “cheat” the Altar.
Uplift and humanitarian movements abound in every
land, but of what avail are they? They may stoke
some poor man’s fire a bit brighter, or give a breath
of country or sea air to some dweller in slumdom
darkness—but praiseworthy though it be—it passes
in a moment, and leaves the disease uncured.
Probably the worst phase of the disease is in the
workers themselves—they want to do the good work
in their own way. Plenty of money and of willing
hands, and “we’ll do it yet”—that is the spirit
and attitude of the reformer generally.

Oh! if only men will learn that it is the work
of God to heal the broken heart, and ease the burden
of suffering; and that there is no other panacea 10
heal the sin-sick world.

The humiliated attitude of consecration, of wait-
ing God’s due time, and doing things in God’s way.
is accounted by the worldly-wise as  doing
nothing ”. It has not sufficient of the “here and
now ” spirit about it. And so, the way of God is
despised and dicesteemed; and so have been, and
so still are, all those who are willing to submit w0
God’s way.

“Despised: and rejected” was the Man of
Sorrows, but that was because He had laid Himself
on God’s Altar. Had He chosen to “lead the
people ” He could have become popular and world-
famous.

God’s Altar is the contrast to the world’s pedestal,
but He that goes by way of the Altar will reach
beyond the stars—and the outcome of his choice
will be eternal. If there are times when the con-
sequences of our choice seem to fret and irritate
us, and when, because our lives are lived in quiet
backwaters, we look on and see our fellows racing
to the front amongst men; take the cords of devotion
again, and bind the sacrifice more firmly to the
horns of the Altar. Make your new cords daily,
new resolves, new affirmations, new pledges, and
say to the Lord that till His due time you will wait,
and will be fully submissive to His Way.

The words “Not as I will, but Thy Will be
done ” make a fine cord. “Choose Thou my way
O Lovrd ; myself I cannot guide” makes another—
and 50 on.

The sacrifice may not be removed from the Altar;
it was given irrevocably once-for-all to God; it must
be consumed in submission to His Will.

If it makes life a narrower thing; a restricted
environment, remember, there is not much room on
the top of the Altar—it is a narrow way, but it
leads to the greatest achievements because it is God’s
own way.

When therefore the flesh struggles for more
liberty; or if you feel at any time that things in
God’s plans are going slow; that expectations are
not turning into realisations quickly enough, bind
the sacrifice down again. Tie it up to the power
(horns) of Him who sanctifies the Altar; and let
Him help to hold it where the fires can “eat it
up ”, all that God has graciously condescended to
accept from your hands.

WITH BRETHREN

For a considerable time past, Bro. H. Nadal,
of the Aldersbrook Church, has been active in the
interests of brethren in Germany and a good many
offerings of food and clothing from friends here
have passed through his hands into that country.
This narrative of his recent visits there will be read
with interest by those who have concern for our
fellow-believers across the North Sea.

Two visits have been made to the brethren in
Germany. In October last, a week was spent in
the American Zone, and in December, a fortnight
in the British Zone, many classes and brethren being
visited. On Friday .night, October 15th, the first
cressing was made from Harwich to Hook of
Holland, where we were met by Brother Alblas of
the Hague, and his daughter-in-law. At Rotterdam
contact was also made with Brother G. van
Halewijn, a dear brother well known to many
English brethren. Crossing southern Holland, and

IN GERMANY
entering Germany at Kaldenkirchen, a scene of

much devastation met the eyes. It truly appeared

a country of the dead. Particularly was this notice-
able at Cologne and Frankfurt. At the latter place
we encountered the first German brethren. Alight-
ing from the train we were met by Brothers Fritz
Buck and Paul Legere of Frankfurt, and Brother
Reinhold Lauster of Stuttgart. What a meeting
that was ! They all gripped our hand at once, and
we stood in one handshake in what seemed an
eternity, but which was obviously the deepest joy
to us all. We had an hour and a half before the
train continued to Stuttgart. In that time the breth-
ren poured out their hearts, not overrating diffi-
culties, but rather giving grateful testimony of the
Father’s keeping power. As one appreciates what
these brethren went through in the twelve years,
1933 to 1945, one marvels and rejoices at their
steadfastness.
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The time passed. We continued on to Stuttgart
in company with Brother Lauster, our host during
the stay in Stuttgart. A sincere, deeply spiritual,
Christian brother, his one desire is to discuss the
truth, God’s plan, and learn all possible regarding
the British and American brethren. Stuttgart was
reached at four o’clock in the early hours of Sunday
morning. The first meeting with the Stuttgart
brethren was at 2.30 that afternoon. There we met
many friends with whom we had had correspondence,
and to whom food and clothes had been sent from
England. Words will not describe the richness of
fellowship that followed. As one dear sister said,
“We speak a different language with the tongue,
but we speak the same language with the eyes”.
Having learned something of their sufferings and
_ persecutions for righteousness sake, we were privi-

leged to address them on “ Suffering with Christ”.
They listened patiently as the interpreter made plain
our words to them. The following day a convention
was held, brethren attending from long distances,
from Munich, from the French Zone, whilst Sister
Norma Schneider travelled all the way from
Hamburg.

Tuesday and Wednesday were spent in visiting
brethren in their homes. What a pleasure it was !
What a Christian welcome we received ! Much
was learned of their needs, material and spiritual,
the great lack of food—fats, meat, milk, sugar, etc.;
the shortage of clothes, especially underwear; the
need for German Bibles and opportunities to issue
fresh publications, On Wednesday evening a final
meeting was held at the home of Brother Staiger, a
dear brother of sterling character.

Thursday morning saw the return to Frankfurt,
where a meeting was held at the home of Brother
Legere. Some twenty or thirty brethren who have
only re-assembled as a class during the last few
months met in real fellowship.

The return to England commenced on Friday,
October 22nd, with a short stay at the Hague, to
enjoy the hospitality of Brothers Albas, Verschuur
and Van Halewijn, and to meet the Hague class.

On November 26th the visit to the British Zone
commenced. Crossing northern Holland, the Ger-
man frontier was passed at Bentheim, and soon
greater damage was apparent than had been seen in
south Germany. The German people appear
apathetic to everything except fear. Only on the
faces of brethren one saw a smile—an expression of
deep joy.

At Hamburg we were met by Sister Schneider
and her three sons, and went on to their home at
Pinneberg. They were mindful of our =very need.
On the Sunday meetings were held at Hamburg
and Pinneberg. Here again the fellowship was as
before, sincere and true,

Next day saw us at Luneberg, a very old German
town, where dwells Brother Burmester. Here again
an uplifting meeting was enjoyed with the brethren
in the locality. On Tuesday we continued to Uelsen,
being met by Brothers Otto and Emil Sadlack,
whose experiences are well known to many of us.
What these brethren suffered will not be eliminated
during their earthly life. Yet there was no word of
complaint, only gratitude at the Father’s over-ruling
care. Here again a rich and sweet fellowship was
enjoyed, and endeavours made to learn more of
their immediate needs.

On Wednesday we continued to Hannover, a city
heavily bombed, and in ruins. Here, in the loving
care of Brother Johann Oltmans, his wife and sons,
we rejoiced and again rejoiced. Here also we met
a very-live class of brethren who manifested their
love for the Lord and their brethren beyond the sea.

On Saturday, December 4th, in company with
Fritz Grove of Peine, we left for Kirchlengern to
meet the largest class of brethren in the British
Zone. Brother Wilhelm Trippler, an elder of the
class, and his son, met us on arrival, and for the
next few days poured out their love and care upon
us. How much we would like to say of these dear
brethren.

In the days that followed many were the sweet
contacts made. The classes at Bad Oeyn-hausen, at
Minden and Herford maintained the warmth that
we had experienced all along the way, and amongst
others the sweet fellowship of Brother and Sister
Bleckmenn, Brother and Sister Herbusch and
Brother and Sister Altenhuis. On Friday,
December 10th, we returned to Holland, spending a
few enjoyable hours with Brother and Sister van
Halewijn. We acknowledge our Father’s over-
ruling care in all arrangements made, and our grati-
tude that the object for which the visits were made
was achieved.

We realise, more than ever, the material needs of
our German brethren. With the British friends’ co-
operation we will continue to send them all available
clothes (especially underwear) and medicines. We
found much evidence of the loving work of our
American friends in the supply of food parcels.
We see our Father’s hand in the sympathetic
interest now shewn towards the German brethren by
the Religious Affairs branch of the British Military
Control, to whom we have been able to make some
of their wants known. We believe that the hearts
of those who belong to the Lord are receptive to the
appeals of those they recognise as brethren. Shall
we not continue to co-operate and not to be weary
of well doing, for as our Lord said, “ By this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love. one to another.” ?
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«THE EARTH TREMBLED—AND SHOOK ”
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A COMMENTARY
ON CURRENT EVENTS
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‘A man, recently appearing before the magistrates
at Birmingham, was accused of “ blemishing the
peace ” by writing to Royalty and other prominent
personages warning them of coming Divine judg-
ment on the world. The Act of Parliament of 1381
under which the proceedings were taken cited the
offence as causing “ annoyance and distress ” to the
personalities concerned. The defending solicitor
added an unconscious touch of humour to the case
by urging that the accused was “ rational in every-
thing except his telief that the world was drifting
to perdition 7. To the unbiased observer it might
well appear that such belief was probably the most
rational thing about him. A good many well-known
men have been saying the same thing in recent years
without being prosecuted for saying it. In this case
the offender, who was said to have been making him-
self a nuisance for a long time, went to prison for
three months, but this salutary punishment conse-
quent on insisting upon a fairly obvious fact will
not noticeably affect the world’s drift toward per-
dition. Whether or no it causes “ annoyance and
distress ”’ to men who do not want the present world
order disturbed, the fact daily grows more startlingly
clear that we are in the end of this dispensation, and
the words of the Second Psalm come home with
burning intensity: “ Be wise now therefore, ye
kings: be instructed, ye judges of the carth. Serve
the Lovd with reverence, and rejoice with awe. Do
obeisance to the Son, lest he be angry and ye perish
from the way when his wrath is kindled ”. One is

reminded of Queen Victoria, who is said to have
consistently maintained that she wielded the sceptre
cf England only until such time as the Lord Jesus
Christ should return to earth to claim His rightful
power to reign, and take the dominion.
* * *

A careful analysis in a recent issue of the
“ Scientific Worker” concludes that of all Govern-
ment expenditure on scientific research and develop-
ment over 80 per cent. is devoted to “ Defence ”,
i.., to preparation for war. If the money that is
spent by private industrial firms is included in the
total, it still remains that over 60 per cent. of the
nation’s scientific effort is being expended on such
preparations. This is no time when men are crying
“ Peace and safety . Rather are the words of Joel
being fulfilled “ Beat your ploughshares tnto swords
wnd your pruming-hooks into spears™. There can
be but one end to this mad race of the nations, each
for strength superior to the others; but after that
grim climax is over we can look forward to a new
world under the rule of the Lord Jesus Christ, in
which not 60 per cent.,, nor yet 80 per cent., but
100 per cent. of all humanity’s available resources
and powers will be devoted to works of peace and
reconstruction. “ They shall not labour in vain, nor
bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the
blessed of the Lord, They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my koly mountain . . . . and mine
elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands”.
(Isa. 65.)

COVENANT

You see, Beloved, that when you make this
covenant that we are talking about, you are making
a covenant and you are making an agreement, and a
contract with God that is to last beyond these
mortal times—something that goes into the beyond,
something deep enough to stand the test of the age-
end and all its trials; and you are making a
covenant, you are surrendering yourself for time and
for eternity, and it brings a peace and a rest that
God has promised to the soul, and you cannot get
it by somebody’s writing it out or quoting it to you,
or reading it out of a book, or any other way other
than the one way of getting it—by really calling for
Jesus, a real call for Jesus, and a real obedience to
the Word of God—obeying that Word of God by
faith. It is a faith step. It is a faith act. It must
be by the Word of God finally, or the prayer will
bring you finally to the Word of God, and the Word
of God will be made living, and real, and vital in
your life. (“ Union Guide.”)

COMMUNION

Begin the day with God;

" Kneel down to Him in prayer;

Lift up thy heart to His abode,
And seek His love to share.

Open the Book of God,
And read a portion there,

That it may hallow all thy thoughts
And sweeten dl thy care.

Go through the day with God,
Whate’er thy work may be;

Where'er thou art—at home, abroad,
He is still near to thee.

Lie down at night with God,
Who gives His servant sleep;

And when thou tread’st the vale of death
He will thee guard and keep.

C. W, CLARK & Co. (PRINTERS). LTD. (T.U.), 24, CLEMENTS ROAD, ILFORD.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES

Thoese of us who remember and appreciated the
ministry of Bro. Paul E. Thompson in this country
in 1938 will be glad to learn that (D.V.) he is to
pay us a visit this year between August and October.
Further details will appear in the May “ Monthly ”.

* 3 ¥*

The usual Easter Convention is to be held at
Warrington and friends are requested to write for
accommodation as usual to the Convention Secre-
tary, Bro. C. Spilsbury, 94, Heath Road, Penketh,
Warrington,

* #* . #*

A bright and happy atmosphere characterised
London Monthly Meeting at Caxton Hall on
Saturday, January 22nd last. The hall is a well-
furnished and comfortable place of gathering and
the friends who attended from various parts of
London seemed appreciative of the opportunity thus
to meet together. Bro. G. H. Jennings spoke on the
significance of present events in the light of
prophecy, his words being received with marked
attention, and then, after a short adjournment for
fellowship, Bro. H. Nadal related some of his
experiences with the friends in Germany, bringing
home to all present the realities of the situation
amongst our brethren over there. (Some of these
things appeared in last month’s B.S.M.; those who
wish to know more or want to assist in any way
may write to Bro. H. Nadal, 35, Palace Gardens,
Buckhurst Hill, Essex.) The meeting closed with
a time of special prayer for our German brethren
that they may be given strength and grace to stand
fast in all the trials that are their lot at this time.

* * %
A new series of meditations on I Cor. 13, under
the title *“ And now abideth . . . continuing the

thoughts taken up in the series “ The Greatest of
These” which appeared last year, commences in
this issue. There is always room for thought and
discussion on this memorable chapter, and we trust
that the labours of the brother who prepared both
these series will be repaid by the appreciation of
our readers: :
* * %

In response to one or two enquiries we wouid
say that we can supply from Welling the hymnal
known as “ Songs of Praise”, published by Oxford
University Press, words and music, at 10s. 3d. post
free.

* * *

Plans are now being made for the annual London
Convention, held under the auspices of five London
classes, at August Bank Holiday season next, in
Conway Hall, London, as on previous occasions.

Further details will be announced in due course, or
may be obtained from the Convention Secretary,
Bro. G. H. Jennings, Grove House, Roding Lane
South, Ilford, Essex. Friends requiring accommo-
dation are requested to notify their needs as early
as possible to the Accommodation Secretary, Bro.
S. H. French, 4, Woodlands Gardens, Woodford
New Road, Walthamstow, London, E.17.

* * %

It is a pleasure to announce that a new booklet
for witness work is now ready, consisting of the
articles on “A Glimpse of God's Plan™ which
appeared in the October to December issues of the
B.S.M. The booklet is attractively printed in blue
on white paper and has a space on last page for
rubber-stamping local address if desired. Orders
may be sent in at once, at 1/8 per dozen copies or
11/- per 100, post free. The booklet traverses the
main features of the Plan briefly, but includes
everything of importance and it is sincerely hoped
that it will become a useful addition to the present
available means of spreading “ good tidings of great

oy -

LONDON
MONTHLY MEETING

Saturday, 19th March, 1949
6.30—8.30 p.m. Il

In the Tudor Hall
CAXTON HALL
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MaARrcH, 1949,

BIBLE STUDENTS MONTHLY e 3

QI 1008810 000 0 0 L0 0GR TG00 0 AL OB TS 0L LB

“And Now Abideth .

A Series of Studies
in 1 Cor. 13

PART |
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In a former series of articles some attention was
given to the linguistic significance of the two Greek
words—Agape and Phileo—which in many modern
versions are translated by our one word “Love ”.
We therein sought to show that the early Christian
Church had had to give to these two words specific
definitions of its own. So much new light and
understanding of the Heavenly Verities was breaking
through into the range of their sanctified conscious-
ness, that the old words had, perforce, to become
the burden-bearers of all this wealth of truth, and
do service for nobler things and purposes than any
they had served before.

To the Early Church the “ Agapee ™ was express-
ive of the unbounded Love of God, that mighty
resistless “ force ” which was putting through the
great Redemptive and Restorational Plan for the
recovery of man from sin and death. Meantime it
was the “ Power ” which enabled men of different
race and temperament to dwell together in “ unity ”
—and to sink themselves and all their varied
interests into the present-day preparatory stages of
that Plan. It formed the bond of common citizen-
ship in the Heavenly Polity, and the link of present
mutual brotherhood in that larger, wider Family
Relation-ship, which, under God, would yet embrace
Heaven and earth. When the Love of God was
shed abroad in their hearts they accounted it to be
a spark from that same ardent flame which, in a
coming day, would consume all impurity and
unrighteousness, and refine all things that were
refinable.

Even the word “ Phileo ” had taken on a wider,
deeper meaning than the Greek classics had given
it, and had come to stand for a brotherhood no
longer circumscribed by blood relationship. Apos-
tolic men cut right through all tribal and patriotic
boundaries and gave to every believing man, regard-
less of his ancestry, the right hand of fellowship
and brotherhood in Christ.

But it is the wider, deeper, conception of the
“ Agape ” that is to be the theme of this present
study.

We also have compared the “ Agape” with those
various “ other things ” with which Paul contrasted
jt in the course of his argument—those various
other “ways of life” formulated and fostered by
the philosophic minds of Greece and of the Orient.

Paul had set the “ Agape ? very delibcrately over
against the “ Gnosis” and the “ Musterion™ (the
occult knowledge and the culiic mysteries) of
Ancient Greece and Babyluma, together with the
purifying fires of Mithraism in Mecdo-Peorsia, and
claimed for “it” that it was by far a much more
excellent way of life and happiness. He had also
placed the “Agape™ over against the “ Charis-
mata” endowments of the infant Church, and
claimed for “it” superiority over these—heaven-
conferred though they were ! To say the least,
Paul proclaimed it to be “the better way "—time,
at last, will show it to be “ the only way ”.

This contrast with all these “ other things ” pro-
vides a background for our present survey. When,
therefore, we are considering this or that element,
of which the Agape is composed, we can ask the
question openly “What place had this element in
the Grecian, the Persian, or the automatic Christian
way of life ? How would it fit into the living
experience of those who pursued these ways of
life ?

Next, we can ask what place has this element or
that in the Christian way of life—first of all, in
God, and then in that of all the saints who have
received their spark of Agape from Him ? In this
way we shall be able to place these seemingly simple
graces over against the attitudes and posturings of
heathen priests, of cultured philosophers, and other
privileged rulers of this present evil world, and learn
how Heaven evaluates these simple things as of
transcendently greater worth than all the thrones
and crowns and mitred privileges of which this
present evil world can boast.

And more than, that, in the universal scale of
things, the simple practice of Love, in its many
elements, will be found to be of greater potential
worth than all the finely-phrased odes and plays of
the Greek or any other Age. The simply-phrased,
though fervent, exhortation of the Christian minister,
beseeching his attentive hearers to “ put on” love,
will be found, when the full tale is told, to have
contributed much more towards the moral cleansing
of a sin-steeped world, than all the fine-spun phrases
of all the golden pens or silvery tongues the world
has ever known. Even if not immediately effective
it is a contribution most positive in its nature, and
in full conformity with the outlines of the Great
Plan of recovery which can never fail,
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Coming now to the consideration of our text we
read, “ But now abideth faith, hope, love; these
three ... .” *“But now abideth ...!” Evidently
these thrée things are to be placed in contrast with
certain other things spoken of in the foregoing con-
text. Paul has referred to some things that would
not “abide”. Of these he says, “they shall be
done away . . . they shall cease . . . it shall be
done away.” '

Presumably the “abiding things ” are intended
to be set in contrast with the things that were to
pass away. Because of this the Church’s then future
witness was to be affected by her growth in grace
and not by demonstration of her automatic Charis-
mata. Thus, when these gifts of “ prophesying ”
and of the immediate use of “tongues ”, etc., were
withdrawn the Church’s life would begin to express
itself more naturally in the development of faith,
hope and love, and because of this, those who were
drawn to her ranks by their pursuit of the miracu-
lous would tend to fall away, and in this way her
ecclesias would be purified, her true children edified
and beautified by grace and truth.

Now it ought to be obvious that even though
Paul asserted that knowledge (of a kind) would
pass away (verse 8) he did not intend his readers
to understand that all knowledge would pass away,
and give place to a state of general ignorance in
the Church, Even the very graces which were to
abide require knowledge as their foundation-stones.
There cannot be *faith” without knowledge, nor
any hope. And most certainly there cannot be any
“ Agape” without a knowledge of the Divine
Intention to rescue the world from sin and death.
Hence though Paul does not specifically mention
knowledge of this kind as an abiding thing, it is
obvious that it must abide, and abound also, as the
groundwork of all “ these three ”.

We must therefore assume, right now, that an
increasing measure of Christian knowledge, dili-
gently sought for by intensive study of the Word,
is pre-requisite and all-essential to the continuance
in faith, hope and love. Actually, in an illustrative
sense, knowledge is the soil out of which—in part—
the “ Agape ” must grow. That same statement is
also true of faith and hope. But as faith and hope,
in a certain sense, are both found as constituent
elements of the “ Agape” (see v. 7) it will not be
necessary to discuss their outgrowth from the soil
of knowledge any further.

As for the all-embracing Master-grace, it is
actually knowledge transmuted to maturity and frag-
rance of character through its relationship to every
subordinate grace of which Love+is composed. In
exactly the same way that no floral fragrance or
beauty can exist without the prior existence and use
of soil, so also there could be no fragrance of Love

without the existence and right use of sanctifying
knowledge. Let us tfy to work this out.

Every constituent element of Love must express
itself in some form of service or activity. They do
not stand for mere abstractions or even states of
mind alone. And even those which are set out from
the negative point of view—" love envieth not "—
have a positive aspect the very opposite of that
stated in the text. That being so, there must be
some act (or series of acts) in which every element
of Love finds its suitable expression.

Behind every act accordant with Love, there must
be motive and intent. Behind all motive and intent
there must be understanding and comprehension of
the why and wherefore of the act. That brings us
right back to our antecedent state—our knowledge
of the need for such an act.

In so far as the “ Agape” is concerned in a
general way, God has stated most explicitly why
there is need for IT to act. Man is fallen under
sin, and cannot extricate himself from its strangle-
hold. Because God knows the need for help is
great, He has made certain moves to meet that
need. Behind all God’s kindly acts are His gracious
motives and intents; behind these motives and in-
tents is the knowledge of the need. Hence,
Redemption’s activities is knowledge “ plus "—plus
many things.

This same reasoning holds true in our own little
world, with all its minor happenings. To call forth
a kindly act, we must have come to sense a “ need ”;
we do the kindly thing to meet that need, hence our
knowledge (or sensing) of that need, becomes the
antecedent to the act. Were we to be questioned
why we did the kindly thing we would say we knew
the need and the opportunity were there. It would
be quite enough to say we knew of that need, and
how to meet the need.

In our association with the Lord in the things
pertaining to His Father’s Plan this relationship of
prior knowledge to both motive and act holds good
all the way. Jesus warned us what to expect from
our contemporaries. The course of this present
world being antagonistic to our own, would create
many needs—which means many opportunities to
do the kindly thing. To have been fore-warned
means that we have fore-knowledge of what to ex-
pect. Hence we are primed in advance, to be on
the alert to see or sense another’s need.

In God’s ordinance of affairs for us it is His
desire that we do the kindly thing when we are
given to sense its need. There is here a two-fold
reason now for our kindly act. First, we know a
need exists; next, we know it pleases God for us to
meet that need. Now, if we are questioned why
we do the deed, we have this two-fold reason to
offer in reply.
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Then furthermore, inasmuch as we have been
taught that each kindly deed would re-act back upon
our own hearts and minds and leave behind a
deépened impression of the Divine graving-tool
thereon, we would find yet another reason for our
act. Then as we ponder on a larger truth which we
have learned, we should see that our kindly act is
a minor victory won for righteousness (and God)
in the age-long conflict between right and wrong—
evil and good—sin and righteousness, and is thus a
tiny contribution to the over-all effort required to
overthrow the wrong.

It is because we have come to KNOW that these
daily struggles and victories, with their resultant
deepenings of character are the Divine means of
preparing the instruments of mercy and righteous-
ness, by which He has purposed to bring in the
Agape Way of Life in the Coming Age, that these
little happenings take on their measure of import-
ance and value. It is because we have learned of
the world’s great need, and of the Divine Intention
to meet that need in this very particular way that
we have been led to consecrate ourselves to the
Divine will, and submit ourselves daily to the
pressure of the graving-tool in readiness for the
day and hour when God will begin to move to meet
that need.

Thus each tiny growth in this or that element
of the all-comprehensive Agape in the heart of any
child of God, is a tiny contribution to the diffusion
and establishment in the earth of that mighty

motive force with which Almighty God intends to
bring in the perfect way of life.

The knowledge we possess is thus the antecedent
factor to everything we do and say in our service
for the Lord, and this also must abide as the ground-
work for our faith and hope and love. Only thus,

. can faith be faith and not credulity; only thus can
hope be hope, not wishful expectation; and only
thus can love be love, not mere sentimentality. A
knowledge such as this, devoted to such ends, can
never become “puffed up”, nor inflated with a
sense of its own importance. The great universal
objective before it is too big to gender pride.
Instead, the very immensity of the conflict between
Right and Wrong, and of the forces and powers
engaged therein, is enough to make us realise that
only God is equal to the task and that even we
need His very constant care to help us in our
skirmishing to-day.

It is knowledge such as this that makes us long
for the companionship of our Lord Jesus every day,
and to find His Resurrection Power working in us
all the time. Without this knowledge we would
never yearn to share in His sufferings, nor long to
participate in that special Resurrection from the
dead. Nor could we live in hope that the great
Qath-bound Promise would ever be fulfilled, or that
the present suffering nations would be blessed.

Our knowledge must abide, for out of it our
Faith and Hope and Love must grow.

To be continued.
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THE TIMES OF THIS IGNORANCE

A Study in
Divine Purposes

Chapter 3—From the Deluge to the Exodus
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It was after the Flood that men began to reason
in their minds, as Paul did before Felix, of
“ righteousness, temperance and judgment to come’
(Acts 24. 25) but their reasoning was crude and
immature. There was still no idea of the nature
of sin, and no understanding of repentance. Men
were making efforts to regulate their lives in an
orderly fashion and to establish some standard of
justice and right dealing—that much is evident
from the records and laws that have come down
to us from their times—but there was no realisation
at all, outside the very narrow circle of those who
did know and worship God, that only by means of
a full knowledge of God and a full acceptance of
His ways would their problems be solved and their
hopes fulfilled. It i§ not surprising; even in our

own day, five thousand years later, the majority of
men have made little progress in that direction.
From the time of God's covenant with Noah,
immediately after the Flood, to the call of Abraham,
a thousand years after, there is no record of the
Divine dealings with man, no indication that any
man, even of the line of the chosen “seed ” through
Shem, was specially notable for his faith and piety.
The only occurrences that are noted in all that
period are the building of the T